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PREFACE

The area of former Prussian lands, covering the southern coastal strip of 

the Baltic between the lower Vistula and the lower Nemunas is an extremely 

complicated region full of turmoil and historical twists. The beginning of its 

history goes back to the times when Prussian tribes belonging to the Balts lived 

here. attempts to Christianize and colonize these lands, and finally their conquest 

by the Teutonic Order are a clear beginning of their historical fate and changing 

relations between the Kingdom of Poland, the State of the Teutonic Order and 

lithuania. The influence of the Polish Crown, Royal Prussia and warmia on the 

one hand, and on the other hand, further state transformations beginning with 

the Teutonic Order, through Royal Prussia, dependent and independent from 

the Commonwealth, until the times of East Prussia of the mid 20th century – is 

a melting pot of events, wars and social transformations, as well as economic 

and cultural changes, whose continuity was interrupted as a result of decisions 

madeafter the end of world war II.

The Potsdam Conference  in 1945 decided on the final division of East Prussia.  

The political map of Europe changed – former East Prussia was divided between 

the union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Poland. Currently, after the political 

transformations of the 1990s (the dissolution of the Soviet union), this area 

belongs to Poland, lithuania and the Kaliningrad region of the Russian federation. 

decisions on a new postwar political order meant the administrative affiliation 

of each of the separated parts involved them indifferent political, economical 

and historical processes, whereas the established boundaries formed not only  

a political cordon for years, butalso an ethnic and cultural divide.

In 1525, when the great Master 
of the Teutonic Order, albrecht 
Hohenzollern, paid homage to the 
Polish King, Sigismund I the Old, 
former Teutonic state became a Polish 
fief and was named ducal Prussia. 
The borders of the Polish Crown since 
the times of theTeutonic state were 
only changed as a result of subsequent 
partitions of Poland in 1772, 1793, 
1795.  during the firstPartition, Royal 
Prussia together with warmia, which 
belonged to Poland for 306 years before 
the firstPartition, were incorporated 
into the Kingdom of Prussia.

The area of former East Prussia within 
the current borders of Poland, the 
Kaliningrad Oblast and lithuania, 
which have beenin force since the 
collapse of the uSSR.
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In addition to the war damage, itwas the displacement of existing inhabitants 

of East Prussia – german people who did not manage to escape the Red army 

in 1945, that had some serious implications. Thereby, an almost total population 

exchange took place in this area for the second time since the conquest of the 

Prussian tribes. The homes of those who weredisplaced or left their households 

of their own free will were taken by new inhabitants coming from various, remote 

regions, not always willingly. It was not easy for the newcomers to adapt to the 

new reality. They did not feel connected with the cultural heritage and the history 

of their new, small homeland.They were unable to develop a strong bond with 

what they found there, treating their stay as contemporary and not taking proper 

care of the occupied buildings, tools and land, let alone the historical objects – the 

castles, palaces, churches, cemeteries or the buildings of former institutions and 

offices, which deteriorated or changed their intended use at best. 

New communities in warmia, Masuria or Powiśle, having been formed after 

the war, needed over two generationstomergethecluster of many different cultures 

and traditionswhich occurred here with the arrival of post-war settlers. The 

community of the Kaliningrad Oblast began to integrate much later. The beginnings 

of the 1990s proved to be conducive to this slow and difficult process. That is when  

profound political and social changes took place which created conditions for 

building a new local identity for the current inhabitants of these lands. Today, it 

is important for the young generations, for whom past divisions and animosities 

become more and more distant, to understand the history of these lands, and thus 

find their place in the chain of events and build new traditions.

The traces of the past are visible in today’s landscape, regardless of the 

administrative nationality. The remains of settlements, tools, and equipment reflect 

the presence of pagan Prussians; gothic castles of the Teutonic Order; the churches, 

bishops and chapters’ castles, as well as the names of the towns of the Poles and 

Polish national identity; the ruins of Prussian junker palaces, manor and town 

houses of the noble families living here; forgotten border posts and monuments of 

the past divisions; the canals, bridges, roads, industrial buildings, garrisons, rural 

farm buildings; the cemeteries, documents and photographs of the inhabitants 

themselves; and the artistic, literary and scientific achievements ofprominent figures.

The presence of early inhabitants of Prussian lands was also recorded in the 

names of the towns. In Olsztyn Voivodeship, settled by a new community after 

the war, a principle was adopted that german names of towns of old etymology, 

shouldbe treated as important historical features. Therefore, the Commission 

for the determination of Place Names, specially appointed by the government, 

ordered the wording of the town names of the region to follow the grammatical 

requirements of the Polish language. The exception to this rule was assigning 

new names to certain towns in honor of noble figures, as in the cases of giżycko, 

Pieniężno, Barczewo, Kętrzyn or Srokowo.

Settlers came in their place from 
different locations – the new 
inhabitants of these lands.

at the turn of 1944 and 1945  
the german people fled in panic from 
the Red army. Those, who stayed were 
forcibly displaced. 
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a completely different principle was adopted in the Kaliningrad Oblast after 

the war. In the territory which was granted to the Soviet union at the conference 

of the so called “great Three” in Teheran in december 1943, the new population 

should have felt at home, as in Russia. That is why they broke up with all the 

traditions, even the old-Prussian and pre-german ones. 

There was not much understanding for what accumulated in the local 

landscape over the past centuries in this new reality. The Teutonic castles, among 

others – a highly characteristic element, which was present at almost every step on 

both sides of the border, belonged to an old, completely strange tradition. There 

was a similar number of them on both sides – about fifty. Some have long been 

in ruins, such as Teutonic Balga  (Russian Bologoye) towering over the waters of 

the Vistula lagoon. Many of these castles, especially on the Kaliningrad side, had 

been heavily demaged during the last war. like the castle in Königsberg destroyed 

in august 1944 by allied air raids, and then in June 1945 by the activities of the 

Red army, and finally blown up as a symbol of Prussian militarism in 1968 

(“rotten Prussian tooth”). Many of them, unused, came to ruin later. Many were 

utterly demolished by their former, german users, regardless of the tradition of 

their own nation. The capital, Teutonic Malbork was saved on the Polish side, 

yet with serious damage. However, some of the biggest castles, for instance in 

gdańsk, Elbląg and Toruń, were destroyed by the citizens themselves already in 

1454 in a hateful move towards the Teutonic Knights.

Today, the legacy of previous centuries is viewed differently. The relics of 

past centuries have grown into a new reality and have become its inseparable 

element. and although they have survived to our times in a different state of 

preservation, each of these structures presents significant historical value. Those 

that had survived despite destruction and devastation were mosty restored. 

They have been given new functions. They house museums, libraries, archives, 

culture centres and even hotels and restaurants. as a result, these facilities can 

be admired not only as architectural monuments,but one can also participate in 

attractive programs offered to all.fight shows, historical staged events, educational 

pathways, concerts, museum exhibitions, galleries, monuments in combination 

with the hotel and catering base meet different levels of requirements, and what 

is the most important, they are all a part of the European cultural heritage  of the 

southern part of the Baltic Sea area.

On the Polish side, the need to protect historical sites had been recognized 

quite early. The reconstruction of castles, churches, the palaces of former Prussian 

junkers and manors had been undertaken, of course, to the extent possible by the 

prevailing socialist system, as often the palaces and manors became the property 

of state agricultural farms, which in turn led to their further devastation after  

a few years. Teutonic castles in Kętrzyn and Nidzica were raised from debris, having 

been allocated to local cultural centers. The decision toreconstruct the Nidzica 

from the top: Teutonic castles in gniew 
and Bytów

from the top: the castle of the 
Pomesania chapter in Kwidzyn and the 
castle of the warmia chapter in Olsztyn
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castle, bombedby the Soviet army in 1945, had already been made in 1949, and 

it was accomplished in 1965. The castle in Kętrzyn, also destroyed in 1945 by the 

Soviet army, was reconstructed between 1964 and 1966 through the efforts of the 

Provincial Conservator of Historical Monuments in Olsztyn thanks to the funds 

obtained from the Ministry of Culture and art.The massive foundations of the 

Teutonic commanders’ castle in Sątoczno (german leunenburg) and the castle 

of the bishops of Culm in lubawa (the one visited by Nicolaus Copernicus several 

times) have been exposed and studied recently. No money was spared on research 

and maintenance of particular parts of the bishops’ castle in lidzbarkwarmiński. 

The outer ward there, first subjected to thorough archaeological and conservation 

research, was then converted to a high class hotel. The former Teutonic Ryn 

castle (german Rhein) and gniew castle (german Mewe) also perform a similar 

function today. In Bytów, Kętrzyn, gniew, lidzbarkwarmiński, Kwidzyn, 

Malbork, Olsztyn, Nidzica and Ostróda, the castles there are regional museums 

and galleries.

Similar trends are also seenin the Kaliningrad Oblast. In the wing of a castle 

in gvardeysk (german Tapiau, Polish Tapiawa) which survived, a prison has 

been located, which at least guarantees that the castle will not fall into ruin. In 

Talpaki (german Taplacken) what has not yet been destroyed was secured. In 

guryevsk  (german Neuhausen) the part thatsurvived was adapted for farm 

purposes. In Sovetsk  (german Tilsit, Polish Tylża) there is one wing in which  

a plant operated until recently. In Polessk (german labiau, Polish labiawa) a local 

culture centre is located. The castle of Samland bishops in Mayovka  (german 

georgenburg) survived the war, however unused, gradually fallinginto ruin. 

luckily there is someone today who wants to save this castle. a local policeman 

and his wife devote all their free time to cleaning up the interiors, organizingan 

exhibition there on their own and talking about the history of the castle. That 

is a living example of the fact that tbecontemporary society of the Oblast has 

begunto recognize its own historical heritage in relics of the past. also in the 

from the left: Teutonic castle  
in Malbork; the castle of bishops  
in lidzbarkwarmiński

The Teutonic castle in Toruń was built 
as the first in Chełmnoland. Stormed 
by the townspeople of Toruń in 1454, 
it was almost completely destroyed 
(painter w. Zieger, the collection of the 
district Museum in Toruń)

Teutonic castle in Nidzica, currently  
a local cultural and business centre and 
the seat of the Museum of Nidzica land
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outer ward’s buildings thatsurvived in Chernyakhovsk, local historians and 

artists have founded an association called “Insterburg Castle” which takes care of 

museum collections and during the summer period (the building does not have 

a heating system) organizes painting exhibitions and scientific sessions devoted 

to the history of the region. and although generally other castles are in very bad 

condition, their perimeter walls are still standing and may encourage others to 

undertake reconstruction in the future. 

On both sides of the border, efforts are being made to obtain historical 

documentation of this magnificent heritage. accordingly numerous book and 

album publications are usually of a high scientific and editorial level.

Intangible heritage is almost invaluable for contemporary people. There are 

many people associated with the Prussian lands, whose activity and creativity 

found recognition far beyond the borders of the region. Eminent administrators 

can be named, both those representing the Polish Crown (the bishops: Stanislaus 

Hosius, Marcin Kromer, Johannes Dantiscus, Lucas  Watzenrode – Nicolaus 

Copernicus’s uncle, Ignacy Krasicki) and the State of the Teutonic Order and its 

later state forms, from ducal Prussia to East Prussia (Albrecht Hohenzollern, 

the Great Elector who made ducal Prussia independent from Poland, 

Frederick I, the first king in Prussia and Wilhelm I, the last king of Prussia, 

crowned in Königsberg in 1861). It is also impossible to ignore such figures as 

Johann Gottfried Herder – thinker, philosopher and a writer born in Morąg,  

a student of Königsberg albertina and a participant inImmanuel Kant’s lectures; 

Johann Georg Hamann – Königsberg philosopher and theologian, Immanuel 

Kant’s friend; Christoph Hartknoch – a historian and cartographer born in 

Jablonken near Szczytno, whose works are today a valuable source of knowledge 

about cities and everyday life in past centuries; Krzysztof CelestynMrongovius 

– born in Masuria, a graduate of albertina, whose scientific works took regional 

properties of East Prussia into account, an author of Polish-german and german-

The remains of the Teutonic castle 
in Neman (german Ragnit, Polish 
Ragneta)

One of many publications treating the 
history of the Prussian lands, their 
monuments and the great figures 
working there in a scientific or  
a popular manner

The remains of the Teutonic castle in 
Chernyakhovsk (german Insterburg, 
Polish wystruć)

Preface



9

Polish dictionaries; Wojciech Kętrzyński – a historian born in giżycko, a student 

of the university of Königsberg who focused on the relations of the population 

of ducal Prussia in his works; Józef Naronowicz-Naroński – the author of many 

maps and plans of Prussian lands; Georg Andreas Helwing – a pastor from 

węgorzewo who studied in Königsberg, a prominent botanist and doctor, whose 

scientific works brought him international recognition, the founder of a museum 

in węgorzewo, the author of a herbarium with names in three languages (latin, 

german and Polish). The professors of albertina also stood out, among them: 

Andreas Osiander   – a theologian; Gregorius Sabinus – a philologist and a 

poet; Celestyn Myślęta – coming from the area of węgorzewo, an orientalist and  

a theologian, multiple rector of the university of Königsberg, an expert inancient 

Eastern languages, the author of awork on religions of Prussian land. The Noble 

prize winners originating from these areas also deserve recognition for what they 

did for science: Emil von Behring, Fritz Albert Lipmann, Otto Wallach and 

Wilhelm Wien. Other figures who also received acclaim are: Arnold Sommerfeld 

– a physicist from Königsberg, repeatedly nominated for the Nobel Prize; Johann 

Friedrich Dieffenbach – a doctor from Königsberg, a pioneer of plastic surgery; 

Konrad Biegalski – an eminent orthopedist born in Ostróda; Friedrich Wilhelm 

Bessel – an astronomer and a mathematician; Johannes Thienemann – an 

ornithologist, a creator of the first ornithological station in the  Curonian Spit 

(in Rossitten, Russian Rybachy); Edward Dagobert Drągalski – a geographer, 

a geophysicist and a polar explorer, the author of the theory on separation of 

continents after the melting of a glacier, as well as Erich Mendelssohn who came 

from Olsztyn – world-renowned architect and Karl Friedrich Schinkel – a german 

architect, an urbanist and a painter, one of the greatest creators of classicism in 

Prussian state, the author of many interesting buildings in East Prussia. Georg 

Jakob Steenke from Königsberg is one of the most outstanding Prussian engineers 

– he was the constructor of the Oberland Canal incline system, known today as 

the Elbląg Canal, which wasa technical landmarkand was declared a historical 

monument by the President of the Republic of Poland on 14th of January 2011. 

In the field of literature and art, the name of Ferdinand Gregorovius should be 

mentioned –a culturaland philosophicalhistorian from Nidzica, who received 

the title ofhonorary citizen of that town for his treatise History of the City of 

Rome in the Middle Ages. Ernst Wiechert  – a writer from the area of Mrągowo, 

whose works were translated into sixteen languages; Alfred Brust – the author 

of stage works and numerous novels about Prussian communities; Arno Holz 

– a poet and a dramatist from Kętrzyn, considered to be the creator of german 

modernist poetry; Hans Hellmut Kirst – born in Königsberg, the author of over 

fifty books, mostly about the times of Nazi germany; Andrzej Samulowski – the 

greatest folk poet of warmia; Michał Kajka – the greatest folk poet of Masuria; 

Gustaw Gizewiusz – born in Pisz, who graduated from university in Königsberg,  

The Cathedral in Kaliningrad  
– a historical monument and the symbol 
of the city – it was rebuilt after war 
damage in the 1990s.

The amber Museum in der 
dohn’stower, part of the former 
inner city defensive fortification of 
Königsberg. unique specimens of 
Baltic amber are exhibited here.

The fronton of the Royal gate with the 
images of distinguished rulers. The 
gate was renovated on the occasion of 
the750th anniversary of the Königsberg 
foundation in 2005.
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being a pastor in Ostróda at the same time. He collected almost five hundred folk 

songs as the first Masurian folklorist; Kristijonas Donelaitis – born in Prussian 

lithuania, near gąbin, graduate of theological studies in Königsberg, the pastor of 

his homies, the author of famous poetic work The Seasons, co-creator of the 

literary lithuanian language; Jerzy Wasiański – the son of Masurian land, 

Polish priest the translator of a Prussian (Masurian) cantional published 

in 1741, which was reprinted almost a hundred times until the end of the 

weimar Republic by Königsberg Hartung’s publishing house; Krzysztof 

Kaldenbach – born in Silesia, associated with the Catholic cultural 

environment for many years, a poet writing in latin, Polish and german; 

Simon dach – born in Klaipėda, agraduate of albertina, the most prominent 

poet of the Königsberg baroque, praising, among others, Polish kings. In the field 

of music the following figures stood out: Feliks Nowowiejski – a composer from 

Barczewo, the creator of a symphony, symphonic poems, numerous concerts, 

massesand hymns, operas and ballets, the author of Rota (to the words by Maria 

Konopnicka), as well as the warmian anthem Oh my nicest Warmiand; Otto Karl 

Enfried – a Königsberg composer, the author of over two hundred and thirty 

pieces, of which the most famous is The Merry Wives of Windsor. The names 

of outstanding personalities of the region can be multiplied endlessly. However, 

the already mentioned above provethat the Prussian lands were far from being 

called the provinces. The achievements of past generations shall be treated as the 

intangible heritage which should be treated with respect by current societies and 

shall permanently enter the emerging identity of the region.

Nevertheless, the two most important names are missing among the 

abovementioned ones. The names of men whose fame reaches the firmament 

of the world’s greatest geniuses. These are: Nicolaus Copernicus (1473–1543) 

and Immanuel Kant (1724–1804), whose profiles are the real subject of this 

publication.

although Nicolaus Copernicus and Immanuel Kant lived in 

different periods, and also in a different political reality, even though 

they were born on two opposite ends of the Prussian land – as the 

first one was born inToruń, the town connected to the Republic 

of Poland by the will of the inhabitants, and the second one in 

Königsberg, in the Prussian state – both lived and worked in the same 

area. Copernicus, who, not counting the youthful time of his studies in 

Krakow, Padwa and Bologna, spent half of his life in frombork over the 

Vistula lagoon (currently KaliningradskijZaliw in half) had Königsberg in his 

neighbourhood, no wonder then that he visited it twice. due to his settlement 

activity he had travelled almost the entirety of warmia. He participated in 

Prussian estate meetings in Toruń, Malbork, Elbląg and grudziądz. as a doctor 

he visited those who needed his help. He accompanied bishop lukas watzenrode 

an e-book published in Polish and 
Russian –a comprehensive compen-
dium of knowledge about the history 
of the Prussian lands

a film released thanks to the efforts of 
the assosiation of Municipalities Polish 
gothic Castles, popularizingthe  two 
greatest figures of the former Prussian 
lands area – Nicolaus Copernicus and 
Immanuel Kant. The film is available to 
anyone interested on the website:  
www.zamkigotyckie.org.pl
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in his travel to Vilnius, from which the return journey became a sightseeing 

rafting on the Viliya river to Nemunas and then to Ragnit (german Ragnit, 

Russian Nieman) and Tylża (german Tilsit, Russian Sovetsk), and then through 

the Curonian lagoon to labiawa (german labiau, Russian Polessk ), from where 

they went by land to Königsberg, and then to lidzbarkwarmiński.

Many towns, both those located on the side of Royal Prussia, as well as 

those belonging to the Teutonic State later transformed into ducal Prussia had 

recorded the presence of Copernicus. due to his permanent obligations, the 

brillant astronomer mosty stayed in lidzbark warmiński, frombork and Olsztyn. 

although he organized his research workshop in frombork, a significant part of 

his scientific achievement in the fields of astronomy and economy was made in 

Olsztyn. a board to study the equinox, made by Copernicus himself on a wall of 

Olsztyn castle cloister in 1517 is its constant reminder. a museum of Nicolaus 

Copernicus was opened in frombork, whereas a tombstone of his reburial in 

2010 is located in frombork Cathedral.

On the other hand, Immanuel Kant can be described as a homebody. Since 

he started his cooperation with the university of Königsberg he was reluctant 

to leave his home town. However, a few trips outside his beloved Königsberg 

were recorded in his lifetime. He spent a few years in Jarnołtowo near Zalew 

as a teacher of Count august friedrich von Hülsen’s children. He also taught 

the children of Count gebhardt Johann von Keyserling in waldburg (Russian 

Nikolayevka). at general daniel friedrich von lossow’s invitation he stayed in 

gołdap, as well as in his estate in Kleszczewo (german Kleschauen, Russian 

Kutuzowo). He quite often visited a forest cabin in Moditten, as well as friedrich 

leopold von Schrötter’s estate in wohnsdorf (Russian Kurortnoje). The 

presence of Kant may also be noted in Piława (german Pillau, Russian Baltiysk) 

The travel route of bishop lukas 
watzenrode and Nicolaus Copernicus 
from lidzbark warmiński to Vilnius 
and back (1506) and by waterway 
on the Viliya and the Nemunas to 
the Curonian lagoon, and then by 
land to Königsberg and lidzbark 
warmiński

The Museum of Nicolaus Copernicus 
on Cathedral Hill in frombork
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on the Vistula Spit and in Juditten (joined to the urban area of Königsberg in 

1927). Two years before the first Partition of Poland, Kant visited the mayor 

of Braniewo – so one can safely say that he also visited Poland, as Braniewo 

belonged to warmia at that time, and thereby to the Polish Crown.

Kant was of poor health from his childhood. His famous, lonely walks set 

the rhythm of everyday life and were to organize his creative thinking, which 

later found their finale in his works. One cannot also resist the idea that those 

systematic walks could have been instrumental in improving the scholar’s health. 

This is evidenced by the fact that he lived to a late age and he outlivedNicolaus 

Copernicus, who enjoyed rather good health, by seven years.

The university in Immanuel Kant’s hometown was founded in 1544 by Prince 

albrecht Hohenzollern, mainly to educate evangelical theologians  (however 

those students who knew the language of the Prussians, apart from lithuanian 

and Polish, were clearly priviledged). It was founded thanks to thePolish King 

Sigismund II augustus, who granted it the same priviledges as the Cracow 

academy. Today, the university is named after Immanuel Kant, as it was rightly 

identified that the figure of the scholar, whose magnificent tomb by Knipawa 

Cathedral is visited by thousands of tourists now, is the best link between 

Kaliningrad’s present and rich history of old Königsberg.

On the title page of his work De revolutionibus (On the Revolutions) Nicolaus 

Copernicus wrote that he was from Toruń. The name of his hometown permanently 

merged with his name, despite the fact that since his studies in Cracow, he had left 

his hometown forever. This thought must have guided the creators of the post-

war university in Toruń, who named it after Nicolaus Copernicus.

It is also worth mentioning the contemporary examples of connections 

between the universities in Olsztyn and Kaliningrad – two towns on former 

Prussian Postal Signpost  
(E. Vogelsang, Die Post in Ostpreußen. 
IhreGeschichte von den Anfängen bis ins 
20. Jahrhundert, lüneburg 2000)

Travel notes, likey from Kant: 

(• • • • •) from Königsberg to Jarnołtowo in 
1750 : Königsberg (Russian Kaliningrad) 
– Pokarmin (german Brandenburg, 
Russian ushakovo) – Świętomiejsce 
(german Heiligenbeil, Russian 
Mamonovo) – Braniewo (german 
Braunsberg) – Pasłęk (german Preußisch 
Holland) – Morąg (german Mohrungen) 
– Jarnołtowo (german gross arnsdorf)

(• • • • •)  to Judtschen in 1747 and 
gołdap in 1765: Königsberg 
(Russian Kaliningrad) – Tapiawa 
(german  Tapiau, Russian gvardeysk) 
– welawa (german wehlau, Russian 
Kujbyszevskoye) – wystruć (german 
Insterburg, Russian Chernyakhovsk) 
– gąbin (german gumbinnen, 
Russian gusiev) – Judtschen  (Russian 
wieselovka) – gołdap (german 
goldap). 

The routes were prepared according to 
consultations withdr.Ernst Vogelsang.
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Prussian lands associated with those great figures – Copernicus in Olsztyn and 

Kant in Kaliningrad. as the professor of the Kaliningrad university was a Pole, 

Kazimierz Ławrynowicz, who also lectured at the Olsztyn university, whereas 

the professor of the  university of warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, albert 

Bartoszewicz, was granted the title of doctor Honoris Causa by then Immanuel 

Kant Baltic federal university in Kaliningrad in 1997. So science, similarly to 

music, connects rather than divides.

The former Prussian lands are now divided by a border, yet share a common 

history and cultural heritage. The conditions created provide space for freedom 

of thought and exploring the knowledge on the meandering history of Prussia, 

so one may think that the mutual process of getting to know each other by 

both societies will help to find a lot more in common, both in the shared past, 

as well as in everyday life. One way to achieve this is to popularize knowledge 

about the history of the area located within the current borders of northeast 

Poland, lithuania and the Kaliningrad Oblast of the Russian federation. The 

Polish-Russian project within the Cross-border Cooperation Programme of 

lithuania-Poland-Russia perfectly fits into these activities. Travel routes leading 

from the Pomeranian castles, through warmia and Masuria, to the castles 

located in the area of Kaliningrad Oblast are an opportunity to explore the 

culture and architecture of the Middle ages in the region of the Baltic Sea not 

only through visiting the museum exhibitions, but also through participating 

in knights shows, interactive workshops, “live history lessons” and other forms 

of historical knowledge popularization. Perhaps the figures of Copernicus and 

Kant will encourage others to take up new actions in this regard. after all, one 

of the busiest Polish routes – nearly 180 km long the Copernicus Trail, has 

operated successfully for many years. It allows one to get to know the areas 

which belonged to the Teutonic Order and the warmian bishops in the past. 

The trail runs through the areas which  were the workplace of this outstanding 

astronomer, doctor and the administrator of the warmian chapter’s assets. 

Currently there are some activities undertaken among the activists of the 

Kaliningrad Oblast to create the trail of Immanuel Kant. Cooperation in 

this regard is also being considered to be undertaken between the warmian-

Masurian Voivodeship and the Kaliningrad Oblast. 

we do hope that this publication discussing the profiles of the two greatest 

personalities coming from the Prussian lands will not only bring knowledge 

about their lives, achievements and promoted ideas, but will also make 

Copernicus and Kant be seen as a symbol of the common historical legacy of 

these lands.

The walls of former castles are a good 
background for knight tournamentshows. 
In the picture: the tournament  “for the 
sword of Konrad wallenrod” in Człuchów

The courtyards and the castle rooms accom-
modate the artists, scientists, and students 
… In the picture “the feasts of Humor and 
Satire” at the castle in lidzbarkwarmiński

„live history lesson” organized for 
Russian school children in lidzbark’s 
Museum of warmia (2014) 

There is a mausoleum and the museum 
of Immanuel Kant in the Königsberg 
Cathedral, together with a renovated 
room of the wallenrod library 
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* * *

Nicolaus Copernicus was born on 19th february 1473 in Toruń. His home 

town was located in the part of Prussia situated within the boundaries of the 

Polish State from 1466 and called Royal Prussia in order to distinguish it from 

Teutonic Prussia.

He was born as a fourth child in the family of a local merchant, Nicolaus 

and his wife Barbara of the watzenrod. The ancestors of both parents came 

from Silesia. The Copernicus family came from Kopernik village near Nysa and 

Otmuchów. In the 16th century the bearers of the Copernicus name come to 

Cracow, the capital of the Polish state. The surname, derived from the Polish 

name of a village, allows one to conclude that these were the Poles – as the ger-

mans, who lived in towns, already took their surnames from professions at that 

time. In 1396, a mason, Niclos Copernicus was admitted to town privileges in 

Cracow. Between 1422 and 1441, a merchant, Jan Copernicus appears in town 

records of Cracow. That probably is the grandfather of the future astronomer, 

whereas his father, also Nicolaus, appears in the records there from 1441 on 

as a merchant wholesaler. In the first half of 1458, Nicolaus moved to Toruń. 

Hismarriage to the daughter of a lay judge (a member of a municipal court) 

introduced him to the upper layer of Toruń’s middle class. It was a time of war 

waged by Prussian states (nobility and towns) together with the Polish State 

against the rulership of the Teutonic Order in Prussia. The merchant, Nicolaus 

Copernicus was definitely in favor of the Polish side and granted loans to his 

town to finance a mercenary army. 
View of Cracow in The Chronicle  
by Hartmann Schedel (1493)

Portrait of Nicolaus Copernicus’s  
father, unknown author (17th century)
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The future astronomer’s mother’s family came from a village now called 

Pszenno located in the area of Świdnica. In the 14th century the watzenrods 

lived in wrocław, and then in Toruń. In 1455, lukas watzenrode, the astrono-

mer’s maternal grandfather, became a “senior juror” of the Old Town of Toruń. 

during the aforementioned war, he actively fought with the Teutonic Order, 

having even been injured in the battle of Łasin (north-east of Toruń). Being a 

wealthy merchant, in 1460 he lent huge amounts of money to the city for war. 

His hatred for the Teutonic Order was somewhat rooted in a family tradition, 

in which the young Copernicus was brought up.

Copernicus received all of hisbasic education, until the beginning of uni-

versity studies, in his home town. and althoughhe left town forever at the age 

of eighteen, its name would permanently be associated with the astronomer’s 

surname. On the title page of his work De revolutionibus (On the Revolutions of 
the Heavenly Spheres) he wrote “Nicolaus Copernicus of Toruń”.

He lost his father in the tenth year of his life. from that moment on, his 

uncle, lukas watzenrode took him under his protection. lukas himself studied 

in Cracow and then in Bologna he received a doctorate in canon law. Thanks 

to that, he became one of three lawyers in the service of the bishop Zbigniew 

Oleśnicki, first the bishop in włocławek, and later the Primate of Poland, that 

is, the first person after the king. He spent ten years at the side of Oleśnicki. 

when thanks to the king, the bishop was then promoted to the primacy, he 

took lukas watzenrod to gniezno. watzenrode owed most of his canonries to 

him. He namely was a member of the chapters in Chełmno, włocławek, from-

bork, Kalisz and Łęczyca, and finally he also received a metropolitan canonry 

Toruń with a bridge over the Vistula 
river in1500, engraving  
by Christoph Hartknoch

Panorama of Toruń, fragment of  
colored copperplate engraving  
by wolfs Erben (1724)
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in gniezno, which made him a sworn member of the royal council, alongside 

the Oleśnicki Primate. He constantly stayed among the Poles, so the fact that 

he used the Polish language on a daily basis is perfectly clear. all this is not 

insignificant for mutual relations between the uncle and his nephew, Nicolaus 

Copernicus. 

One more thread related to lukas watzenrod shall be emphasized in this 

context. That is, each of the canonries owed by him gave him a potential oppor-

tunity to assume Episcopal dignity , as the bishops, with the consent of the King, 

were chosen from among themselves by the members of a particular chapter. 

whereas, with such an influential protector, watzenrode could actually count 

on the fact that advancement in his church career was just a matter of time. ac-

cordingly, the warmia canons in frombork decided that as a powerful assistant 

to the Primate and a man born in Prussia just like them, lukas watzenrode was 

the most suitable bishop for them. and so they chose him.

This fact also affected the fate of Nicolaus Copernicus. Pure coincidence 

caused that not gniezno, nor włocławek or Kalisz and Łęczyca, so neither of 

traditional Polish bishoprics, nor any of their chapters, yet, a freshly acquired 

by Poland, warmia bishopric and that chapter, frombork, became, his place of 

destination through his uncle. for a lifetime. This act of fate determined that 

he would reside for a lifetime not in either of the traditional Polish bishoprics 

or their chapters – gniezo, włocławek, Kalisz or Łęczyca – but in frombork, a 

chapter of the newly acquired bishopric of warmia.

lukas watzenrode hada brilliant church career and he directed his nephew 

to follow the same path. Eventually, he was to be his successor in the Episco-

pal see in lidzbark. Nicolaus’s studies lasted for twelve years and focused on 

two main objectives:a church career and gaininga place among the members of 

warmia chapter. Nicolaus’suncle began his studies in the capital city of Cracow-

and finished with a doctorate in canon law in Bologna. His nephew followed 

exactly the same path. His uncle did not allow him to finish his studies in Cra-

cow though, and after four years he called him to lidzbark. That was a matter 

of tactics. according to the statutes of the warmia chapter, completion of any 

studies gave no chance for further ones – on pain of losing all the privileges and 

revenues due to a canon. 

when one of the canons there died in 1495, it seemed that the bishop’s 

nephew would take up the released canonry without hindrance. However, as 

just then a competence dispute between the bishop and the chapter had started, 

although completely trivial in essence, yet highly ambitious, the chapter saw 

an opportunity in that situation to demonstrate its independence to the bish-

op. after a year of ineffective waiting, the uncle sent his nephew to Italy. The 

chapter’s particular malice was revealed in the fact thatas soon as the nephew 

reached Bologna and started his studies, a resolution was adopted in frombork 

Bishop of warmialukas watzenrode 
(1447–1512). a copy of the lost origi-
nal made by Józef flik, a professor at 
the Cracow academy of fine arts

Bishop Zbigniew Oleśnicki
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to accept him into the chapter. Therefore he took the canonry in absentia, by a 

proxy, as it was obvious that he would not waste a whole year only to take the 

office in person in accordance with the requirements of the statuses, nor take a 

long journey back and forth for this purpose. as a result, he still had no income 

on his own and was still dependent on his uncle. Copernicus’s hopes connected 

with his belonging to the warmia chapter were completely different than those 

of his uncle. It may be presumed that he had clothed himself in clerical gar-

ments with some desperation, yet also considerable hope; though he had never 

been fully ordained and in terms of liturgical duties he used a vicar paid out of 

his own income, just like the other canons. 

He had high hopes that as a member of the chapter, he would gain suffi-

ciently wide possibilities of achieving his life goal, which was scientific imple-

mentation of anidea derived from his studies in Cracow. This idea concerned 

the construction of the universe and destroyed the current view on the Earth’s 

immovability, guarded by the authority of the Bible. This opportunity was to 

be possible due to his own, not small income, granted to him by the canonry.

from that moment on, the whole life of Nicolaus Copernicus was subordi-

nated to rigid rigors of the chapter’s statuses. The rule, which he should have 

obeyed right away concerned the duration of his studies. He was allowed to 

study for three years. If after the endof that period, he would not been able to 

obtain a diploma for justified reasons, he would have to appear in front of the 

chapter in person and ask to extend his studies to five years. So after a period 

of three years from the time of admission to the chapter, on 28th July 1501, hav-

ing taken a difficult journey from Italy, for the first time Copernicus appeared 

before the chapter in frombork, having explained that he had not been able to 

obtain any diploma (although, in fact he had already studied for seven years!), 

he asked for the extension of his studies until their completion. although he 

studied law in Bologna, he was ordered to begin studies in the field of medicine. 

Even though it was not easy to obtain a doctorate in canon law during those two 

Headline of the university of Cracow 
register (1491) and an entry with the 
name of Nicolaus Copernicus on the list 
of students admitted to the faculty of 
liberal arts of the Cracow academy 

Bologna – the city where Copernicus 
undertook studies after having gradu-
ated from the Cracow academy.  
Engraving from The Chronicle by  
Hartmann Schedel (1493)
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years and in addition obtain the right to practice medicine, in 1503 he returned 

from Italy quite content that he met the challenge. He had achieved what was 

his private goal too, whichwas most important to him.

In Italy – his student georg Joachimus Reticus later wrote – having shaped his mind 

in sciences and fine arts, he has embraced the whole of astronomy with his creative 

mind and has perfected it with quite a lot of work in his free time. 

astronomical observations made in the cloudless sky there, at the side of a 

local astronomer domenico Maria Novara, would later be used in by Coper-

nicus in the course of further research in frombork and would be included in 

his work De revolutionibus. In fact, although he had studied law and medicine, 

his whole life indicates that the most important scientific discipline which 

he could have studied only marginally, especially in Cracow, was astronomy.  

He wrote directly: 

If we are to assess the dignity of sciences by their subject, then with no comparison, 

the one called by some astronomy, by the others astrology, and by many of the older 

ones – the peak of mathematics, will be the finest of them all. No wonder, as this 

science, being the head of liberal arts and the most worthy of a free man is based on 

almost all works of mathematics: arithmetic, geometry, optics, geodetics, mechanic 

and if there are any others – they all compose it.

So when he returned to warmia, he not only was a warmian canon, butalso 

a canon of wrocław. He owed the second dignity to his uncle. It was supposed to 

serve his church career. Now, he should have settled at the cathedral in frombork, 

however his uncle wanted him by his side. at the court of the bishop Copernicus 

was supposed to acquire proficiency in matters which were important not only 

in the bishopric of warmia, butthe whole of Prussia – both Polish and Teutonic. 

Hisuncle was the first person in Royal Prussia – he presided over the meetings of 

the estates of the realm (the representatives of lands and towns), and as a neigh-

bor of the lands belonging to the Teutonic Order, he represented there the policy 

of the Polish King and he was his trusted advisor in Teutonic matters. 

Padua on an engraving by Hartmann 
Schedel (The Chronicle, 1493). This is 
where Nicolaus Copernicus studied 
medicine to become “a useful medical 
advisor of our Reverend Superior and 
the masters of the chapter”

ferrara – another stage of Copernicus’s 
studies, where he acquired the docto-
rate in canon law. Engraving from The 

Chronicle by Hartmann Schedel (1493)

The diploma of a doctor in Canon 
law, which Copernicus acquired at the 
university in ferrara 
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Since Copernicus did not take up the statutory residence at the cathedral, he 

was not entitled to receive any income. This adult man, who was already over thirty 

years old, was still dependent on his uncle. He spent the following years in bishop’s 

entourage. He took part in the meetings of Prussian estates of the realm in Toruń, 

Elbląg, grudziądz and Malbork. In 1504, at the side of his uncle, he welcomed King 

alexander Jagiellon, and then for a few months he traveled through Prussia, up to 

gdańsk and back to Toruń with the royal entourage. Many similar examples show 

that wherever his uncle was in those years, his nephew was there too, however the 

presence of Copernicus was not always disclosed in the source accounts, as he was 

a private person. Therefore, there is no doubt that Copernicus also accompanied 

his uncle when he visited King alexander in Vilnius. Participation in this journey 

iscertain, not only because he had always accompanied his uncle, but also purpose 

this trip was to serve. In this respect, no other journey known was more important. 

Its main and sole purpose were the matters concerning tense Polish – Teutonic re-

lations, which were of the highest importance in the politics of the Polish court in 

those years. It shall be recalled here that in order to take effective action against 

Poland, with a view to recovering land lost as a result of the war with Poland and 

the Prussian states between 1454 and 1466, the Order appointed one of the german 

princes for the office of great Master in 1498. The new Master’s evasion from paying 

homage to the king, to which he was obliged under the peace treaty of 1466, was an 

expression of a new political orientation of the Order. It finally became apparent that 

a new armed conflict with the Order would be inevitable. Bishop lukas, who at first 

had sharp disputes with the Order himself and had even declared the need to have it 

moved to south-east frontiers of the Polish State to make it guard Christian borders 

against the infidels in accordance with its obligations, as there were no more of them 

in Prussia, was now trying to resolve the conflict, as every war here brought the 

most damage to warmia. So since King alexander was going to remove the Order 

from Prussia by force, the bishop persuaded him to try to take action in the Roman 

Curia first. In fact, lukas brought the desired result: in 1505, the Pope firmly called 

upon the great Master to swear allegiance to the king. In these matters, Copernicus’s 

uncle was trying to be an arbiter between the Polish Court and the great Master, in 

which he moreover had a personal interest –he had just began efforts to establish a 

church metropolis for the whole of Prussia, with the hope that he would take this 

authority himself. at his request, the King issued a proper supplication to Rome in 

that case at the beginning of 1506. However, it required the consent of the great 

Master to include Sambian (established in georgenburg, currently Mayovka) and 

Pomesan (established in Kwidzyn, at the eastern bank of the Vistula river) bishop-

rics in the Prussian metropolis. and so, both sides – the bishop of warmia and the 

Order – with all the mutual distrust, needed each other in a way. 

That is when, on 18th March 1506, the king asked bishop lukas to come to his 

court in Vilnius to a council concerning Prussian matters. The bishop willingly 

alexander Jagiellon, King of Poland 
(1501–1506)

duke frederick of Saxony  
(friderich Herzog zu Sachsen),  
grand master of the Teutonic Order  
between 1498–1510
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accepted this invitation. an extraordinarily largebishop’s entourage with provision-

son carts, a horse escort, accompanied by servants and courtiers, and Nicolaus Co-

pernicus among them too, set off from lidzbark on 21st april 1506. a second, more 

modest entourage of the starosta of Malbork followed, who due to the position held 

was an official representative of the Polish monarch at the territory of Prussia. Both 

entourages were accommodated by the Teutonic Commander in Ryn.

likely before they arrived in Vilnius, they got a message signed by the bishop’s 

secretary, Pawel deusterwald, that “the king, afflicted with apoplexy, dependent 

on medics – ignoramuses, was almost helpless.” However, the king still had to be 

efficient enough, and after some time, the audience came to fruition, as on 11th 

of May, the bishop forwarded a message about that to the great Master. So, the 

visit to Vilnius had already lasted two weeks and they were not in a hurry to leave. 

Then another week passed. It is impossible to reject the thinking that the presence 

of Copernicus as a doctor, proved to be useful. The bishop presented a solution 

concerning the Teutonic issue to the king, in which the person of the great Mas-

ter was treated as an interlocutor, and not as an enemy on a battlefield. The King 

gave his consent for the representatives of both sides to meet at the starost’s of 

Malbork. The departure took place after the 20th of May. Itwas rather unusual that 

the return journey, under the direction ofbishop lukas, turned into a kind of a 

sightseeing trip. Perhaps, especially because Nicolaus as the bishop and his entou-

rage decided to return using the waterways, whereas the starosta of Malbork was 

to come back by land. a meeting with him was established to take place in Tapiau 

upon Pregolya (currently gvardeysk). So rafting on the Viliya river to Nemunas 

and then fromNemunas to Ragnit (currently Neman) was ordered, where on 27th 

May, the local Teutonic commander accommodated his guests with dinner and 

lodging. The next day, after breakfast, the whole cohort of the episcopal excur-

sionists went down the Neman through Tilsit (currently Sovetsk) towards the 

One of the oldest views of Vilnius  
(16th century)

Teutonic castle in Ryn, view from lake 
Ryn (beginning of 20th century)

The plan of Vilnius in 1576.

Ragnit on the Nemunas River,  
engraving by Christoph Hartknoch
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waters of the Curonian lagoon, and then south with full sails along the Curonian 

Spit up to the port in labiau (currently Polessk). Here again a dinner and lodg-

ing took place (from the 28th to the 29th of May) at the commander’s castle. The 

bishop’s carts also arrived there from Vilnius by land, as further journey was 

to take place by land through Tapiau (gvardeysk) directly to episcopal lidz-

bark. and when after breakfast, as they were getting on the carts, the messenger 

of the great Master bowed down to the bishop with an invitation to a nearby 

town of Königsberg (currently Kaliningrad). when the whole entourage ar-

rived at Königsberg, the starosta of Malbork was already there. The bishop’s 

secretary noted – apparently it was important – that before the Bishop accepted 

the invitation, he took counsel first. These were obviously only pretences, as in 

fact everything was determined in advance. That was a journey from which the 

bishop’s nephew was supposed to carry out relevant teachings and experiences. 

The author of the account emphasizes that the Bishop was “accommodated with 

respect” by frederick, the great Master and the duke of Saxony. as he wrote: 

Indeed, there was a great abundance of all things, so much, that even the carters were 
disgusted with mead and gdańsk’s beer, so that they asked for Rhine wine, and none 
of their requests failed to be fulfilled.

On Pentecost, the 31st of May, the visitors were guested at the castle with 

breakfast, and on the next day the bishop organized a feast in return, in the 

residence, which was at his disposal (supposedly in an inn near the castle). The 

chronicler did not mention any conversations. However, undoubtedly, both 

nobles took the opportunity which they had never had before and held some 

confidential discussions. The departure was to take place after the feast in the 

pre-evening time, as the bishop’s entourage, not having travelled much, stopped 

for anovernight stay in the castle in Prussian Ylava (currently Bagrationovsk). 

The bishop was welcomed in lidzbark on the next day, the 2nd of June.

fragment of a map by gerardus  
Mercator included in Atlas sivecosmo-

graphica (duisburg, 1595). It is possible 
to trace the route of Bishop watzen-
rode’s expedition on it on the section 
of water rafting down Nemunas to the 
Curonian lagoon, and from there to the 
port in Polessk, where the journey by 
waterway finished.

Polessk – the last stage of Bishop  
watzenrode’s entourage’s expedition 
from Vilnius by waterway. On the 
engraving by Christoph Hartknoch one 
can see waters of the Curonian lagoon 
in the distance

waterways were the most convenient 
and the cheapest means of transport at 
that time. They provided access to the 
sea to the towns located along the rivers 
and were an opportunity for economic 
development.
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In early 1507 Copernicus was permanently delegated by the chapter to stay 

with the bishop. His only obligation – “until he relinquishes this service by him-

self ” – was taking care of the bishop’s health. So now he was granted the right to 

all income to which the canons were entitled, and he also was to receive addition-

al remuneration. He gradually became independent from his uncle and regulated 

his relations with the chapter. without a doubt, had he realized long ago that the 

vision of his future church career made by his uncle was inconsistent with his 

own scientific objectives. So when in early 1509, thanks to his uncle’s efforts, he 

received Pope Julius II’s brief which gave him the right to obtain more church 

dignities, he had to make a hard decision to part. He understoodhis uncle’s next 

step would be an already simple formal effort, connected with securing the epis-

copal dignity for him. It is well known then that warmia bishopric was under 

direct control of the Holy See, so it was enough for his uncle to seek permission 

to appoint the nephew as a coadjutor, that is a formal deputy, with the right of 

succession after his death. The selection by the chapter would be completely un-

necessary in that case. 

On parting with his uncle, Copernicus had prepared something special, which 

was supposed to appease him. That was a translation of a manuscript from the 

6th century bya Byzantine author, Theophylact Simocatta called The Letters, from 

greek to latin made by Copernicus himself. as the subtitle indicated, these were 

Moral, rustic and erotic letters. Copernicus had found this manuscript during his 

stay in Italy in one of the Roman libraries. However, he had been working on the 

translation here, behind his uncle’s back. He had published the translation in Cra-

cow in 1509 and handed it to his uncle when parting, with a sublime inscription 

printed in the introductory part: 

Panorama of lidzbark warmiński

Title page of The letters by  
Theophylact Simocatta in a translation 
by Nicolaus Copernicus 
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To you, the Reverend lord, I shall sacrifice this humble gift, incomparable to your 

blessings: yet every fruit of my little abilities shall rightly be known as your estate.

These were not common words. It was an honest truth. He owed his start in life 

to his uncle, so in a way,everything which he was supposed to achieve in his life. 

Having handed the book to hisuncle, he escaped to frombork. He brought 

a poor product of his “little abilities” with him – his scientific considerations, 

made at the episcopal court. That was Little Commentary on the hypotheses of 
celestial movements – the first outline of his heliocentric theory, deprived of all 

evidence, which will later be found in his work De revolutionibus. This thesis 

forever remained a manuscript, yet was important and iconoclastic enough that 

its copies spread quickly in the world of scholars. The idea and the name of the 

author became widely known far earlier, before his main work appeared, which 

made it even more expected.

Two years later, bishop lukas was dying alone in Toruń, taking all the hopes 

he placed in his nephew to the grave. 

when Copernicus settled in the chapter among the canons, he was thirty-seven. 

His contemporary, Erasmus of Rotterdam, one of the greatest humanists of the era 

(1466–1536) was overwhelmed with a tormenting sense of old age coming when he 

reached thirty years of age. There is no doubt that our Copernicus, having stood at 

the threshold of his great scientific plans in frombork, had started the race against 

time. He was extremely urgent to finally work on what he recognized as the objec-

tive of his life. He could finally start the work. He could complete hisevidence prov-

ing that his theory was correct in an empirical way, through direct observations of 

the sky, similarly to how he did it in Italy. He could have predicted just as easily that 

in the face of numerous official duties which were imposed on each of the canons, 

Page of Little Commentary on the 
hypotheses of celestial movements by 
Nicolaus Copernicus

lidzbark warmiński became the 
capital of the episcopate of warmia 
when Bishop Eberhard relocated his 
seat there from Nysa in 1350. Next 
bishops took care of the development 
and splendor of the castle built there. 
Bishop watzenrode, considered one of 
the greatest patrons of the late Middle 
ages, also had a big share in this 
(lithograph by f. von Quast). 

Entry in the chapter’s book that on the 
1st of January 1511, Nicolaus Coper-
nicus, together with confrere fabian, 
came to make a visitation of Olsztyn
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that this wouldnot be a simple matter. In fact, at the very beginning, between 1510 

and 1512, he held the office of the chapter’s inspector, at the same time, between 

1510 and 1513 the office of the chancellor, and between 1511 and 1512 the office of 

magister pistoriae, administering the chapter’s economic enterprises. and then, all 

of a sudden, between 1514 and 1516 no office was assigned to him. what happened? 

well, we know that in those years he had been conducting intensive research con-

cerning the apparent path of the Sun. and so, in the first year free of duties (“out of 

kindness and grace of the chapter”) he bought an abandoned house of a deceased 

provost (chapter’s superior) by means of a returnable deposit. The house was first in 

a row of similar, yet less impressive canonical houses, which along with their gar-

dens surrounded the cathedral on the outside of its defensive walls. It was the most 

expensive house, therefore in the face of a war coming between Poland and the Teu-

tonic Order, no one wanted to risk buying it. Yet this house was the only one which 

frombork – the seat of the warmian 
chapter (lithograph by f. von Quast)
 

The emblem of the warmian bishops 
chapter

Cathedral Hill and the houses of war-
mian canons according to Rehefeld’s 
plan of 1837. The house bought by 
Copernicus is marked red on the plan. 
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best suited the research needs of Copernicus. It was located the highest and enabled 

him to observe the south section of the sky freely, which was particularly impor-

tant for Copernicus. In the garden, right on the ground, among vegetable beds, he 

had constructed an observation panel, which he called pavimentum (“flooring’). He 

placed there each of his three astronomical instruments, described by him in his 

work De revolutionibus. forty-one years after his death, Tycho Brahe, the envoy of a 

danish astronomer would place his improved sextant on the same observation pan-

el to check the accuracy of observations made by Copernicus. Recent archeological 

research has shown that the level of the courtyard was a meter shorter then. Per-

fectly preserved small pavement around the house, shaped so that rainwater could 

drain in the desired direction proves that. Conservation research also proved the 

authenticity of the archival account stating that after the death of Copernicus, the 

new owner had demolished the dilapidated building and constructed a larger one, at 

a slightly different angle from the previous one. In fact, one can see slightly sloping 

foundations of Nicolaus Copernicus’s gothic curia in the basement of the house. let 

us add that during the war, in 1520, when Copernicus stayed in the castle in Olsztyn, 

his house in frombork, together with the houses of other canons was burned by the 

Teutonic army and Copernicus rebuilt it later in a much more modest form. as the 

statuses of the chapter ordered each of the canons to have a second house inside the 

defensive walls surrounding the cathedral, Copernicus, bought one of the defensive 

towers with the consent of the chapter. In fact, the second house, by the cathedral 

would be completely useless to him, because as an astronomer he often worked at 

night, so he had to have all his workshop at hand – not to mention that within the 

defensive walls any observations were in fact impossible. Moreover, he had clearly 

spared himself lots of unnecessary expenses. His successors liked the idea so much 

that for the next centuries that defensive tower always found willing buyers and was 

traditionally called “the Copernicus’s tower” for an easier identification. 

Solar quadrant, as Copernicus cal-
led the instrument which he made; 
it was used to study the autumn and 
spring equinoxes. Copernicus set it on 
pavimentum along the meridian line 
(replicated copy of the instrument in 
the collection of Nicolaus Copernicus 
Museum in frombork) 

“Copernicus’s tower” seen from the out-
side of the defensive walls on Cathedral 
Hill (woodcut of 1873, the collections of 
The Institute of literary Research of the 
Polish academy of Sciences) 

archeological excavations conducted 
in 2009in the backrooms of Nicolaus 
Copernicus’s curia in frombork. 
Courtyard pavement with carefully laid 
gutters for rainwater runoff was then 
discovered at the depth of 1 m. Polish 
coins found there prove that it was a 
utility level specific for Copernicus’s 
times. at this level then, the astrono-
mer’s observation panel (pavimentum) 
was placed.
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after having equipped the house and the observatory, in the second year 

free from any official duties, Copernicus began a two-year observation cycle 

of the sun with the purpose of determining the size of the precession and the 

length of a stellar year related to it. for this purpose, apart from the moment of 

the spring equinox, he also chose a few other convenient and easy to observe 

positions of the sun: in the middle of the signs of Taurus (26th april), leo (29th 

July) and Scorpio (29th October). He set the moment of autumn equinox on 14th 

September. finally, in 1516, also free from the duties, he observed the sun in the 

middle of the aquarius sign (26th January) and the moment of the spring equi-

nox (11th March). after this series of two-year observations of the sun, he dis-

covered the solar apogee movement relative to the fixed stars and some changes 

in the Earth’s eccentricity during its travel around the sun. He discovered that 

the daytime point of the sun had shifted since Ptolemy (who died around 168 

ad) by more than thirty degrees. all this enabled him just then to construct an 

evidence-based theory of apparent and not, as so far assumed, real movement of 

the Sun, that is the heliocentric theory.

Cards with calculations prepared 
by Copernicus: table for calculating 
eclipses (on the left) and solar apogee 
(on the right)
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Copernicus himself recalls the reason for this extraordinary leave which he 

got from the chapter on the pages of his work: 

not that long ago, in the days of leon X, when on the Council of the lateran the mat-

ter of improving the church calendar was discussed, it was left unresolved just for that 

reason that no sufficiently accurate measurements of years and months, nor the Sun 

and the Moon’s movements were yet available. from that moment on, encouraged by 

an excellent man, minister Paul, the Bishop of fossombrone, who had managed that 

matter then, I began to strain my mind to study these things more closely.

understandably, he was urgent to study “these things” on the basis of his 

own theory. 

In those circumstances, he could already start writing the work. He was in a 

great hurry. He wanted to deal with his discovery as soon as possible, yet some 

events, which he had not expected, overtook him.

He sent his treaty on calendar reform to Rome already in spring 1516. Bishop 

Paul of Middleburg informed Pope leon X in writing on 4th June that among various 

studies, he had also received a package “from Nicolaus Copernicus of the warmian 

diocese”. The chapter in frombork also received a copy of the script and that was 

enough to make them feel released from any further favorable treatments of Co-

pernicus. already on 8th November of that year he was assigned the most absorbing 

and important office of the administrator of the chapter’s landed estates and he was 

sent to Olsztyn for three years, where the administrators had their official residence.

detachment from his own observatory must have been a real problem for Co-

pernicus. Right after he had arrived in Olsztyn, he tried to find an alternative so-

lution. Even before the onset of frost, he commenced works connected with the 

preparation of an astronomical experimental board. under the ceiling of the clois-

ter upstairs, over the entrance to his residential chamber , he drew the surface of a 

140 × 705 centimeter rectangle on the wall and laid a leveling layer of lime plaster 

Cloister arcades in the north wing 
of the Olsztyn castle, view from the 
courtyard. The condition in the picture 
corresponds to the times of Copernicus 
(drawing with a feather by f. von Quast, 
1848, the collections of The Institute of 
art of the Polish academy of Sciences)

a copy of an astrolabe,  
a tool used for astronomic  
observations, used  
by Copernicus  
for his studies

Schematic drawing of a triquetrum,  
a tool used by Copernicus to observe 
the stars and the moon, included on the 
third edition card of  
De revolutionibus…  
(amsterdam,  
1617)
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on it. The board was actually intended to be a stationary astronomical instrument, 

the precursor to whichhe owned and had left in frombork. There, he was to con-

tinue his studies on the issue of unevenness of the Earth’s revolution around the 

sun. He was still interested in problems of determining time during a year, and 

at the same time, the real moment of the spring equinox. He sought to calculate 

the length of the astronomical year, measured with two successive moments of 

spring equinox. Initially empty boards werefilled every five days, in the period 

between 25th January and 20th april 1517 (according to today’s calendar) with fur-

ther sections of hyperboles which he sketched on the board following the sunlight 

reflected in a mirror (or even two further mirrors). The light point wandered di-

agonally from the bottom to the top end of the board. Seventeen red hyperboles, 

and among them the sought-after equinox line, distinguished by a blue color and 

described in words: “aEQuINOCTIuM” (the equinox) were the graphic results 

of this work. although with numerous cavities, the board has been preserved to 

this day. It is the only one in the world, an authentic – almost monumental – trail 

of thought and hand of a great astronomer, admired by 

crowds of tourists.

That was at the castle in Olsztyn where Copernicus 

started to write down the main work of his life. That 

was where he made his characteristic drawing of the 

solar system, which explained the heliocentric the-

ory in the most illustrative way, almost captivating 

with its poetics: 

Thus the Sun indeed, as if sitting on the royal 

throne, manages the family of planets bustling 

around. 

His main task as an administrator was 

however to monitor the peasants’ matters, 

settle abandoned farms, determine the amounts of 

the rents and the dates of their first payment. 

Board used for equinox study on the 
wall of a cloister of the Olsztyn castle, 
made by Copernicus himself

a card from Nicolaus Copernicus’s 
manuscript from De revolutionibus 
with a scheme of the planetary system
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a multi-page notebook with Copernicus’s handwritten notes allows one to 

conclude that in the period of his term of office he had visited forty-three vil-

lages and had made seventy-two records there. He had noted a hundred and 

thirty-six names or surnames of peasants, athird of which were refugees from 

Polish Masovia, neighboring with the Teutonic state, where a peasant was at-

tached to land and forced to work for his master. In warmia (and in Prussia, in 

general), a peasant had personal freedom, and was only obliged to pay an annu-

al rent in autumn after having sold the crops and the animal offspring. deser-

tion of peasants, also known in the west of Europe, was a reliable mechanism, 

thanks to which Polish people came to the areas inhabited so far by the local 

Prussian population (and in the towns and church villages by the germans). 

Copernicus then came to participate in the process of settling south warmia 

with a Polish population, although, in his time that was only the beginning of 

its mass influx. Two of Copernicus’s servants appear as the witnesses of his re-

cords. These were the Poles. One was called wojciech Cebulski, and the second 

one „Hieronim, the boy”. Copernicus employed them of his own will and spoke 

Polish to them by choice. apart from that, Copernicus also had a servant at the 

castle due to the position held. He was called Hieronim Mlicki, also a Pole. He 

was later appointed a burgrave, the commander of the castle guard. 

Various dates of travels to villages in the Olsztyn district and to central 

warmia (the region of Pieniężno, with the local castle also subordinate to it) 

intersperse densely with the dates of records on the aforementioned astronomi-

cal board and the dates of his night observations, which he performed using 

Nicolaus Copernicus’s entries in  
Locationes mansorum desertorum  
of 1519 for the villages of the Olsztyn 
bailiff area. Entries for the villages of 
gietrzwałd and gryźliny can be seen 
on the fragment of the above card

Contemporary wall painting depicting 
Copernicus’s settlement activities  
(Provincial Office in Olsztyn)
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the astrolabe taken from frombork. On 12th december 1518, he marked the 

moment of Mars opposition, whereas in 1520 he made three observations: on 

19th february (on the day of his thirty-seventh birthday) he was observing the 

position of Jupiter, on 30th april he marked the moment of Jupiter’s opposition, 

and on 13th July the moment of Saturn’s opposition. He later recorded all these 

observations on the pages of his work. 

He lefthis office and returned to frombork in November 1519. when in the 

last days of that year a Polish-Teutonic war broke out and the great Master albre-

cht von Brandenburg (the nephew of the Polish king!) insidiously took diocesan 

Braniewo and invited the bishop to negotiations, the pontiff sent two of his rep-

resentatives there on 4th January 1520, one of which was Copernicus, performing 

the function of the chancellor of the chapter at that time. as the deputation did 

not meet the expectations of the master, on 23rd January he burned down the 

nearby frombork. Having lost his home, Copernicus came back to the Olsztyn 

castle. during war he did not have much to do there, so he invented workon his 

own. He developed a new, improved inventory of the chapter’s archives, deposited 

in the castle during the war. This manuscript was discovered in the archives of the 

archdiocese of warmia in Olsztyn, just a few decades ago. On that occasion, let 

us mention that this archive, containing lots of information on Copernicus and 

on his times, was prepared to be evacuated from frombork by the germans in 

1944, yet a quick offensive of the Red army in January 1945 caused the archive 

to end up in Moscow, instead of in germany. after a thorough inventory it was 

handed over by the government of the Soviet union to Poland in 1952. This was a 

special circumstance, as 1953 was to be celebrated all over the world as the Coper-

nicus Year (although the four hundredth anniversary of Copernicus’s death was 

in 1943, however during war it was only honored by the germans, so the world 

wanted to celebrate it symbolically after the war). Currently, this priceless archive 

is available for all historians and is located in Olsztyn. 

from the 8th of November onward, Copernicus was again entrusted with 

the office of the administrator. However now his main task was to protect the 

castle and the town of Olsztyn against the expected attack of the Teutonic army. 

There was a crew of Czech mercenaries at the castle, far from sufficient ac-

cording to Copernicus. Then, all of a sudden, on the 15th of November at dusk, 

the fugitives from the nearby dobre Miasto captured by the Teutonic Knights 

appeared. faced with the threat, already the next day, the 16th of November, Co-

pernicus himself wrote a letter addressed directly to the Polish King, Sigismund 

the Old. He related this truly dangerous situation in which Olsztyn then was 

and finished with the words: 

we humbly beg Your Holy Majesty that he would deign to help us as soon as 

possible and support efficiently. for we wish to do what befits noble and honest 

people, completely devoted to Your Majesty, even if we were to die.

King Sigismund I the Old, the portrait 
by andrzej Master, 1546.

a fragment of the chapter’sarchives 
inventory developed by Copernicus
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This letter, written with apparent desperation, yet also a clear declaration of 

loyalty to the Polish State and its monarch, was dishonestly left concealed by ger-

man historians and not discloseduntil after the war by one of Polish historians, 

who had discovered its original in the former archives of the Teutonic Order 

(which, unlike the archives of the chapter of frombork managed to be evacuated 

from Königsberg to göttingen before the January offensive of the Soviet army).

The aforementioned letter to the king was taken by the Teutonic Knights, 

and therefore instead of the hands of the addressee it got to the Teutonic ar-

chives in Königsberg. But still in November 1520, the garrisonof Olsztyn castle 

was doubled by the Polish command. Captain Zbigniew Słupecki, command-

ing the cavalry of seven hundred horses also camped near Olsztyn from 21st 

december. Meanwhile, Copernicus decided to count more on himself and right 

after Christmas he ordered lead, paper and salt in Elbląg, and just after the New 

Year – an additional sixteen arquebuses (that was a firearm covering a wide 

area, studded with cut lead or whatever else, particularly effective in defense). 

He managed to bring this down on two carts in february 1521, though not 

without difficulty and some complications.

at that time, Copernicus experienced two attempts to capture Olsztyn by 

the Teutonic knights. On 16th January 1521, great Master albrecht (we mention 

his name here not by accident, as in later years he would accommodate Co-

pernicus in Königsberg with all honors) reached Olsztyn at the head of all his 

troops (4,000 infantry, 600 heavy cavalry, 400 light cavalry, and siege artillery). 

when the defenders did not want to surrender the town at his call, albrecht 

burnt seven villages surrounding Olsztyn and went further as in the face of 

a letter dated 16th November 1520, 
written by Copernicus himself to King 
Sigismund I, in which he reports the 
threat of a Teutonic army attack on 
Olsztyn

The arquebus exhibited in the  
Bornholm Medieval Centre and  
a drawing of a shooter with an arquebus
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negotiations for a ceasefire he was urgent to reach for easy loot. a much more 

dangerous attempt to capture the city by Teutonic knights took place on the 26th 

of January. a Teutonic commander from nearby Polish dobre Miasto, brother 

wilhelm von Schaumburg carried out a night attack on defensive walls in the 

area of the Mill gate. The side gate was destroyed, and hand-to-hand combat 

took place there. The next day, that commander wrote to the great master (with 

whom that action had to be agreed in advance), that the assault failed because 

there were not enough ladders to climb up the walls.

Copernicus’s attitude during this war can be characterized by the content 

of the letter which he received from the canon Jan Sculteti, who facilitated the 

purchase of the aforementioned arquebuses: 

I shall give my thanks to Your graciousness for such great worries in times of diffi-

culty and danger which Your graciousness patiently endures of the utmost necessity 

and I shall ask you to persist in good thinking and nobly continue. Your gracious-

ness shall by paid by god and gloried by people. 

almost right after the ceasefire, which took place on 10th april 1521, Coper-

nicus took on his usual duties, for which he had to visit the villages near Olsztyn. 

almost only names and surnames of Polish peasants appeared in his notebook 

then. He wrote them down with great care, which indicates that his ear was sensi-

tive to the sound of Polish speech. attention was drawn recently to the factthat 

during the meeting of Prussian states in Elbląg in autumn 1530, Copernicus be-

came a Polish – german translator, in connection with the royal emissary, Jan 

Baliński, who did not know german. 

The Olsztyn period also gave rise to Copernicus’s other interests which he 

developed later. One of them was the first outline of his monetary dissertation 

View of the castle in Olsztyn from the 
side of the Mill gate  
(illustration by a. fothe)

a bombard – a weapon with which the 
siege artillery of the Teutonic army was 
equipped

Painting by Julian dadlez (1893–1979) 
presenting Copernicus during the 
defense of Olsztyn in January 1521  
(the collections of the Museum of 
warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn)
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of 1517, entitled Meditata de aestimatione monetae. Two years later, while still in 

Olsztyn, he developed its extended version –Modus cudendi monetam. as a result, 

in 1523 the Congress in grudziądz adopted a resolution to pegthe Prussian coin 

tothe coin minted in Cracow (3 Prussian shillings = 1 Polish grosz) in accordance 

with Copernicus’s project. In 1528 he developed the final version of the treatise 

with the economic rulethat bad money always has the advantage over the better 

one, driving it out of circulation (Copernicus-gresham law). 

In Olsztyn he also started to develop his interests in cartography. In 1519 he 

made a map of the southwest part of the Vistula lagoon, which was the subject 

of a border dispute between the Bishop of warmia and the town of Elbląg. and 

even earlier, in 1510, at the request of his uncle he made a map of warmia and the 

western borders of the state ofthe territory of Prussia, necessary to conduct politi-

cal negotiations with the Teutonic Order during the meeting of the royal council 

in Poznań. a Teutonic spy, hiding under the name of Hans lilienthal, searched 

the house of Copernicus several times in order to steal this map. He informed the 

Teutonic chancellor in Königsberg in three subsequent letters of May and June 

1510 about the ineffectiveness of his search. In 1526, Copernicus developed a map 

of the Kingdom of Poland and the grand dutchy of lithuania, including over a 

thousand of towns, together with a Cracow scholar, Bernard wapowski. 

a few months after the suspension of hostilities, Copernicus was appointed 

to thetemporary office of “Commissioner for warmia” by the chapter. He moved 

permanently to frombork then – and stayed there for the rest of his life. The 

aforementioned office had special political prerogatives. all the efforts of the 

chapter were aimed at the recovery of its assets captured by the Teutonic order 

in the region of frombork and Braniewo and were taken to claim compensation 

The beginning of On the Minting of 
Coin (Monetecudende ratio, 1528), a 
treatise by Copernicus, which was the 
final version of his deliberations on the 
monetary system

The map of Poland made by Cracow 
canon Bernard wapowski, well-known 
historian, humanist, speaker, astrono-
mer and the most prominent Polish 
cartographer of  the16th century.  
He was called the father of Polish 
cartography. He studied at the Cracow 
academy (1493) together with  
Nicolaus Copernicus
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for the for losses suffered after the suspension of hostilities. undoubtedly, for that 

reason, the chapter appointed Copernicus to the office of general administrator 

of the entire bishopric after the death of Bishop fabian in 1523. On the basis of 

a royal mandate Copernicus obtained, together with the chapter’s members that 

accompanied him, in July that year, he took over the towns and castles of warmia 

kept by Polish military crews since the war. He resigned from the office in Octo-

ber, when the newly elected bishop Mauritius ferber could formally take over the 

episcopate. It was similar after the death of that bishop in the middle of 1537. The 

chapter then granted Copernicus with all the mandates, not only to make a list 

of the items belonging to the deceased in lidzbark with the help of a designated 

assistant, butalso authorized him to interfere in the matters of castles, towns, of-

ficials and subjects to bishop, in a way he would consider necessary. at the same 

time, in recognition of his merits, the chapter placed Copernicus on a list of four 

candidates for the post of the bishop of warmia. The list was then to be presented 

to the king and he was also supposed to indicate a person at his discretion. The 

King rankedJohannes dantiscus first. Nevertheless, due satisfaction was then 

given to Copernicusbuthe certainly did not expect anything more because as we 

already know, he had already resigned from the episcopal dignity himself. 

In his environment, in warmia, and even beyond, he enjoyed recognition 

primarily as a doctor. at first he was a personal medic of his uncle, and then 

he treated three more bishops (fabian von lossainen, Mauritius ferber and Jo-

hannes dantiscus), who not only put themselves in his hands without reserva-

tions, but also openly demanded the chapter to allow him to travel to their court 

in lidzbark. Moreover, they always praised the effectiveness of his medical ad-

vice in their private letters. He also provided medical assistance to the canons in 

frombork. In 1537, shortly before the death of Bishop ferber, who suffered from 

nephrolithiasis and constantly called for Copernicus, he advised the canon John 

Tymmerman to visit the doctors in his hometown of gdańsk. He saved the chap-

ter’s curator, felix Reich from severe hemorrhage in 1538. The grateful patient 

left him some of his books in his will. He was closely associated with Copernicus 

and undoubtedly knew that such a present would be the most appropriate for 

him. Copernicus also treated women. One of them was a seriously ill sister of the 

canon, archacy freundt, for whom he had issued a prescription with medicines 

for the stomach on 24th february 1532. undoubtedly, the peak moment of his 

medical practice was the visitto a sick man in Königsberg at theurgent request 

of Prince albrecht; the same manwho once, as the great master of the Teutonic 

Order, tried to conquer Olsztyn, defended by Copernicus. Times had changed. 

The Teutonic order in Prussia ceased to exist, and in 1525, the great master paid 

tribute to the Polish King on the market square in Cracow and threw the Teuton-

ic cloak off his shoulders, becoming a secular prince in Prussia, once Teutonic, 

henceforth ducal and lutheran.

Mauritius ferber, the bishop of  
warmia between 1523 and 1537

The portrait of Nicolaus Copernicus 
lost from the astronomical Observa-
tory in warsaw during the war – the 
copy of the Toruń portrait before it was 
cut (before 1735). Oil on an oak board 
(16th century) 

Nicolaus Copernicus



37

So then, in 1541, already as an aged man (for those times), although at the 

age of sixty-eight years he still stood straight and basically did not complain 

about anything, he decided to go to Königsberg without any hesitation at the re-

quest of Prince albrecht. He was supposed to save the life of the Prince Counse-

lor, georg von Kunheim, whoother doctors could not help. as a matter of fact, 

Copernicus turned out to be the sixth doctor whom the prince asked for help. 

Presumably, the patient had a cancerous tumor on his neck or head – indeed, a 

hard case in the medical practice of Copernicus. 

a messenger from the Königsberg court appeared in frombork and hand-

ed Copernicus a letter from the prince, addressed to “Nicolaus Copernicus, 

a canon in frombork”, in which Prince albrecht, in kind words invoked the 

promise made by Copernicus, that he would “obligingly” rush to Königsberg if 

the prince needed him as a doctor or in any other matter. and here is what hap-

pened – the prince wrote – that the almighty eternal god affected the courtier 

and the prince’s advisor with sufferings and serious disease. all the “human and 

possible medicaments” had been used, yet not only does the patient’s condition 

not improve, but the longer it gets, the worse! 

we therefore desire – the prince wrote – according to your promise, not to feel of-

fended, yet come to us here with the messenger present and give your advice to the 

mentioned decent man […], so by the grace of god and with your help he could 

free himself from a serious illness […]. we are ready to accept it with all the grace 

to your person.

In the second letter of the same date, the prince addressed the “Honorable 

Chapter” to strongly encourage its member, Nicolaus Copernicus to come and pro-

vide medical assistance to the prince’s courtier along other local doctors. So who 

was that courtier and prince’s advisor? He once persuaded the great Master albre-

cht to dispose of the Teutonic cloak. That was the man who accompanied albrecht 

in Cracow in 1525 in the ceremony of paying tribute to the king. and this closeness 

of both continued. The Prince treated him as the closest person to himself. 

That was on 8th april 1541. On the friday before the Palm Sunday, the chap-

ter “consulted the honorable and respected master Nicolaus Copernicus, their Col-

league, kind and loved Elder Brother”, who proved to be willing to fulfill the wish 

of the prince “with no unpleasant complaints in his old age” and left with the same 

messenger. at the end of the letter to the prince, the canons emphasized their own 

goodwill in this matter: “we gave him a dispensation over some of our Church’s 

rights”. They meant the obligation of continuous residence and the upcoming Easter.

and so he went. However, the flow of mutual courtesies between the prince and 

the chapter went on. On Holy wednesday, albrecht expressed his gratitude that 

the chapter persuaded “especially pleasant to him master Nicolaus Copernicus, the 

doctor of medicine” to travel so far and that “in such an old age” he wanted to sat-

isfy his requestthough “it is hard to do without him for the chapter and reluctantly 

albrecht Hohenzollern as a secular 
ruler of ducal Prussia

The castle in Königsberg in 16th century
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let him go”. So he asked not to withdraw the permission yet as the condition of the 

patient required the extension of Copernicus’s stay for some more time.

On good friday, the chapter answered hurriedly, that although they would 

gladly see their “Colleague and beloved Elder Brother, honorable and dear mas-

ter Nicolaus Copernicus” present at the feast of the glorious Resurrection of 

Christ the lord, they didnot however want to disrupt the prince’s wish and they 

shall give their consent for a further stay of the doctor in Königsberg.

was the travel from frombork to Königsberg arduous? although the state 

border between Poland and ducal Prussia ran similar to the current bor-

der between Poland and Kaliningrad Oblast, the journey through it was 

visa-free and no one controlled anything there. One can only envy then that 

from a border inn in Siedlisko past Braniewo it was only fifty kilometers to 

Königsberg – that is a few hours of travelling down the road. The sameroad 

which now leads through gronowo–Mamonowo and ushakovo, where one 

could rest for a while at the castle and try some wine before being welcomed 

at the castle of Königsberg. No trouble at all! and Copernicus had already 

known Königsberg from the time of hisvisit at the great master with his un-

cle thirty-five years before, in 1506. Now, however he was a special guest at 

the castle. He spent over three weeks there altogether. after having come 

back to frombork, he wrote to a befriended royal doctor, John Benedict Solfa,  

later sendinghis opinion to the prince and in return receivinghis profound grati-

tude. The patient and his doctor died in the same year, 1543. The first one in 

September, and the second one in May,the patient at the age of fifty-three and 

his doctor at the age of seventy.

Copernicus had five medical books in his library, the last of which he had 

bought six years before his death. fourteen prescriptions hand-written by Co-

pernicus can be found on their margins, most of them concerning kidney and 

Medical incunable belonging to Nico-
laus Copernicus (the collections of the 
Museum of warmia and Mazury in 
Olsztyn). Next to it, a facsimile of his 
medical prescription. Copernicus did 
not keep any special documentation 
of his medical research, he made some 
notes on the margins and free pages of 
his books
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urinary disorders. However he was not able to help his older brother, andrew, 

also a canon in the same chapter, who suffered from syphilis, a common disease 

in Europe at that time, similar to leprosy in its effects and therefore identified 

with it. It was an incurable disease at the time (it was only in our times that anti-

biotics were developed to fight it), so andrew was forced to leave frombork and 

died in Italy in 1518, having only lived forty-eight years.

with the same diligence with which he proved the order of the universe, 

Copernicus also took care of the order in his own yard. Concern for local mat-

ters stimulated him to mental effort as much as the willingness to prove the 

Earth’s mobility. Nothing related to the surrounding reality was irrelevant to 

him. for instance, the matter of “true and righteous weight and price of bread” 

baked in Olsztyn; depending on the market price of grain. a practice was then 

used throughout Europe which was to calm the populace’s mood down: when 

due to poor harvest the price of bread had to increase, by no means this price 

was raised, but rather, the weight of bread was reduced. The calculation, whose 

author was Copernicus, was complex as there were many factors involved, for 

instance the local volume measure of a bushel. as a result of a long deduction, 

Copernicus calculated that in 1530 a kilogram of bread in Olsztyn should cost 

ten schillings. was this alot or not much? an Olsztyn shoemaker, who made 

shoes, earned the equivalent of two kilograms of bread in a week.

around 1530, Copernicus finished writing his work, but hewas not going to 

publish it in print. Every creator knows this moment when „the end crowns the 

work”. Suddenly time passes slower. One notices things around that no one had 

paid attention to. One has more time for other people and seeks company. 

The people of Olsztyn owe fair rules  
of bread valuation to Copernicus.  
a calculation developed by  
Copernicus on the card above.
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That was probably when he started to observe a young woman who was his 

housekeeper more closely. Her name was anna. History hasnever revealed her 

maiden name. She appeared at his place around 1525, however he did not really 

see her. It seems that she noticed him first. an authentic, computer-generated im-

age of Copernicus reproduced on the basis of a well preserved skull found in 2005 

in the place where he was anonymously buried, belonging to hisforth altarof the 

right nave of the frombork cathedral(the altar he took care of when he was a can-

on), allows us to see him as a man whose kind appearance aroused sympathy and 

trust right from the first glance. He was a man of unremarkable beauty. a long, 

thin face with a nose broken in his childhood,thereforepermanently skewed, and 

very crooked. would he have a chance to attract attention from any woman? But 

that was what happened, though not right away. In 1529, anna left Copernicus’s 

service to marry a frombork burgher who gave her his own surname, Schilling. 

However already after a few weeks she returned back under the Nicolaus’s roof. 

She begged him, as an expert in church law, to help her get a divorce – “she com-

plained about her husband’s powerlessness” – we can read in the letter of Nico-

laus to his friend, the chapter’s curator, Tiedemann giese. It seems that this argu-

ment was only an excuse to get a divorce. when she stood in front of the curator 

in spring 1530, she could not convince him that there was a sufficient reason for 

the marriage to be annulled. andwhat was the reason for her return to Nicolaus? 

Having confronted the man she married did she come to conclusion that in fact 

she did not love that man but … this one? after all, such cases are not that un-

common. It even happens that a woman runs away from the altar. It seems that 

something similar happened to anna Schilling, but after the fact.

In 1531 someone obligingly reported to the bishop, that Copernicus’s 

“cook” wasin fact his concubine. Bishop Mauritius ferber, two years older than 

Copernicus, who was similarly a lawyer, had already known about that for 

sure. He had not reacted though as it was directly inappropriate. Having suf-

fered from severe kidney disease, he had used Copernicus’s medical help from 

time to time in lidzbark and even confidedto his friends that “doctor Nico-

laus treated him effectively”. So he only reprimanded Copernicus slightly, as he 

could not ignore the denunciation, and Copernicus explained abashedlyin his 

letter dated 27th July 1531:

as I understand that is the cause of a bad opinion ofme, I shall arrange my issues 

in such a way so as not to give anyone reasonable grounds to look at me badly later.

and although „the issues” he writes about were not different than before, Bish-

op Mauritius never reprimanded him again, until when in 1537 Nicolaus closed 

his eyelids. Those years – one can say it with certainty – were the most special in 

his long life. 

Two of Copernicus’s companions from the chapter also lived in similar infor-

mal relationships, that is the doctor of law, alexander Sculteti and the dean of 

Nicolaus Copernicus on the so called 
gołuchów portrait, a 16th century pain-
ting lost during world war II – its copy 
is currently in the Museum of Nicolaus 
Copernicus in Toruń. The portrait by 
an unknown Italian painter presents 
the astronomer in adulthood

The women of Copernicus’s times.  
That is what anna might have looked 
like. a fragment of the Triptych of  
the Holy Virgins, 1505
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the Chapter (so the first person after the provost, the chapter superior), leonard 

Niderhoff. for sure, these were contagious effects of the Reformation for Catholic 

clergy (although none of the mentioned had full priestly ordination, so none of 

them was a minister). It was simply modeled on clergymen who converted to the 

lutheran faith and had official relationships with women.

when after the death of Bishop ferber, Johannes dantiscus took the office,  

the situation of all three took a dramatic turn. although dantiscus himself sent 

alimony from his episcopal income to his daughter born in Spain by his mistress 

Izabella del gada, he reacted strongly when itwas reported that Copernicus lived 

in cohabitation. He ordered him to dismiss the housekeeper immediately. Coper-

nicus promised: “I shall give my consideration, as much as I can, so that I am not 

the offence to decency”. However, in 1539 the bishop was toldthat Copernicus did 

not proceed as instructed. The bishop was even more anxious as the issue did not 

only concern Copernicus. Equally unsuccessfully did he also admonish doctor al-

exander to send his “harlot with the bastards” away and duke leonard – although 

his concubine had just passed away so the problem solved itself in that case. The 

chapter superior, Paweł Płotowski reported to the bishop on 23rd March 1539 that 

the concubine of alexander (with whom he had a son and a daughter) “hides in 

the house”, whereas “the woman of doctor Nicolaus sent her belongings to gdańsk, 
The Bishop of warmia, Johannes  
dantiscus (1537–1548)

letter of Copernicus to dantiscus of 8th 
June 1536, having been a reply to the 
reprimand concerning anna
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yet still stays in frombork”. Having discovered that Copernicus was visiting his 

friend, the bishop of Chełmno, Tiedemann giese in lubawa, dantiscus informed 

giese about what had been happening in frombork and asked to use his influence 

on Copernicus who 

in this almost powerless old age hosts his concubine in mutual secret meetings. He 

shall then cease this abomination and not let alexander to deceive him, of whom 

he says that he is the one who outperforms his co-brother canons at every step.

Considering that both the canons and their “women” were threatened with 

a trial prepared at the request of the bishop, the concubines had to leave from-

bork eventually. after the death of Copernicus soon after, when it seemed eve-

rything would be peaceful again, anna Schilling came back to frombork half a 

year later. The canons were inclined to think that in the light of the Roman law 

this woman might be tolerated as the law says “where the cause ceases, there 

the effect ceases too”. This argument was presented to the bishop on 10th Sep-

tember 1543 who reacted straight away, writing on 13th September: “we shall 

fear my brothers for her not to overtake any of you in a manner in which she 

confused the one who passed away not that long ago”. and he concluded: “One 

shall rather interrupt than allow to become infected with such a plague.” So 

anna was banished again. 

Copernicus revealed his scruples concerning sending hisfinished work to 

print later in a foreword addressed to Pope Paul III, as the supreme moral au-

thority on Earth. He explained it with “a fear of being scorned.” It seems though 

that it was a fear of a much deeper nature: 

There might be some who like to rave and despite complete ignorance of math-

ematical sciences, however, claiming the right to speak about them on the basis of 

some point of the Holy Bible, translated incorrectly and exponentially, shall dare to 

condemn and persecute my theory accordingly to their intentions.

Professor włodzisław duch, the head of the department of Informatics at 

Nicolaus Copernicus university in Toruń, the lecturer at many foreign univer-

sities, explains Copernicus’s hesitations as follows: 

Copernicus’s calculations showed that the center of the universe – or as we de-

scribe it now, the center of mass of the solar system – did not lay in the Sun. If that 

were the case, the astronomer would be extremely happy and would publish his 

work straight away as the Sun could have symbolized the father god. Meanwhile, 

although the center was established near our star, that was however in some emp-

tiness. That was unacceptable as it would undermine the whole medieval way of 

thinking. That is why Copernicus was reluctant to publish the results.

and all of a sudden, regardless of all those fears and dilemmas, the decision 

was changed in 1539. Since it was then, when brought up by the recognition of 

Copernicus’s name, a twenty-five year old young man, georg Joachim Reticus, 

already a professor in lutheran wittenberg, appeared at his doorstep. “There is 

The Bishop of warmi,  
Tiedemann giese (1549–1550)

Portrait of Copernicus by Jan Piwarski 
(1852)
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no doubt that for both of them this meeting was an important life event. Some 

researchers think that without the visit of Reticus, the cognition of the helio-

centric theory would be postponed for a whole century” – an austrian scholar, 

Karl Heinz Burmeister wrote in his book on this wittenberg mathematician. 

They understood themselves as mathematicians. Copernicus had no qualms 

to share the manuscript of the work with his guest. as a result, they both had 

firm conviction that the Earth rotates, at least for them! Yet the newcomer, who 

would call Copernicus “his Master Teacher” from that moment on, wanted 

those in wittenberg – luther and Melanchthon – who were waiting for his 

report, to have the same conviction. what is more, in his opinion the same 

conviction should have been shared by everyone who knew mathematics. Co-

pernicus himself expressed this hope. 

The young man inspired him with courage. under his influence Coperni-

cus went even further – he additionally developed the theory of Earth’s rotation 

(chapters 1–13 of book II and part of books V and VI). He also entrusted his work 

and his surname to Reticus. after having spent over two years in Prussia, he was 

coming back to Nuremberg with the manuscript to have it printed.

The final days of Copernicus’s life lasted extremely long for those times. In 

1535, when he was sixty-two, he was already called an old man. doctor Jo-

hannes apel, former chancellor or Prince albrecht in Königsberg, having sent 

a horoscope to the prince offered to turn to “the old canon in frombork” to 

have it interpreted. No surname was needed as everybody knew who that was. 

In 1538 an alarm was raised. He was sixty-five and was once absent at the meet-

ing of the chapter. One of the canons wrote to Bishop dantiscus: “my colleague 

master Nicolaus Copernicus got sick, supposedly of fever and did not manage 

to come to the meeting of the chapter until its end”. as no one ever remem-

bered Copernicus having left any meetings. and after all, a year later the same 

bishop wrote with disgust that “in this almost powerless old age” Copernicus 

had hosted his concubine… Supposedly our canon felt particularly lonely in 

his last years, especially when he was ordered to part with anna Schilling and 

when Reticus left him at the same time. although his friend Tidemann giese 

claims that due to the parting with anna Copernicus “really does not suffer as 

many people suppose”, nonetheless these words say that in fact he suffered and 

it was not surprising.

The disease came suddenly, around 8th december 1542, a year after Reticus 

left. They had both decided before that three final chapters of book I would appear 

in print separately and Reticus made sure of it. The beautifully published work, 

entitled De lateribus et angulis triangulorum (On Sides and angles of Triangles) 

was available for the readers, and most of all, for the author himself, right at the 

beginning of the second half of 1542. Copernicus was therefore aware that the 

hardships of his life were not in vain.

georg Joachimus Reticus(1514–1574)

The publisher of Copernicus’s main 
work, Johannes Petreius
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away from frombork, Tidemann giese, already a bishop in a neighboring 

bishopric, wrote to their common friend on 8th december 1542: 

what you wrote about the illness of the honorable old man, our Copernicus 

saddened me. He, who liked solitude in good health, now in sickness, has few, 

as I think, kind who would care about his state. 

at the end of January 1543 Bishop dantiscus wrote to one of the processors 

in louvain: “at the end of his life, affected by paralysis”… from other sources we 

learn that it was “a stroke and resulting from that paralysis of the right part of the 

body”. It was also written that “many days before [that is, before his death] he had 

already lost his memory and lucidity”. according to today’s knowledge that was 

in fact arterial thrombosis in the left hemisphere of the brain, where the speech 

center is located. However, this does not necessarily mean losing consciousness. 

Though Copernicus persisted in that state for many months. He had to take food 

consciously. Perhaps he was moving on crutches or was supported by his male 

servants. after all, he did not stay in bed permanently for those six months before 

his death for sure, otherwise he would shortly have bedsores. There is no doubt he 

needed care, howeverhe was not entirely helpless and did not suffer from pain. as 

a doctor he had to be well aware of his condition and did the right things.

If then the print of the work was finished on 20th March 1543, there was a 

chance that he saw it as a whole, although he had been sent worksheets for correc-

tion earlier. undoubtedly, there were attempts to have them sent to frombork as 

quickly as possible. Though, it also cannot be ruled out that they did not want to 

show it to him on purpose, so as not to worry him. Perhaps they tried to hide the 

fact from himthat the publisher in Nuremberg, whom Reticus recklessly  trusted, 

arbitrarily added the words orbium coelestium to the title determined by the au-

thor: De revolutionibus (On the Revolutions), which meant On the Revolutions of 

the Heavenly Spheres and therefore was an allusion to that order of the universe, 

of which the creator, Ptolemy, was opposed by Copernicus.

and maybe for the same reason he was not shown the arbitrarily added fore-

word, treating the work as a hypothesis… what were the facts? That can probably 

never be learnt for sure from the speculations. 

Our great scholar died in his house in frombork, where he had spent twen-

ty-nine years of his life. unlike many of his precautious colleagues from the 

chapter, he did not make sure to leave a decent estatein cash. He left modest sav-

ings to the offspring of his youngest niece, Regina of gdańsk, married to Kle-

mens Moller in his will. Each of her seven children received exactly seventy-one 

grzywnas and nine and a half grosz. His own house, rebuilt after the memorable 

war in 1520 was worth only a hundred of grzywnas, was demanded by a child-

less niece, Krystyna Stulpawitz, the wife of court trumpeter of Prince albrecht 

in Königsberg, a lutheran. He also forgot to take care of his historical legacy. 

He was buried in a cathedral namelessly because he did not insure a grosz in 

Title page of Copernicus’s work  
On Sides and Angles of Triangles  
published in 1542 in wittenberg

Title page of the first edition  
of De revolutionibus with a dedication 
of Reticus for donner and the words 
orbium coelestium crossed out
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his will for a tombstone. The date of his death was not written in the files of the 

chapter and the exact date is not known to this day. However, that must have 

taken place before 21st May 1543, as on that day his successor stood in front of 

the chapter and asked to grant him a canonry which belonged to “late Nicolaus 

Copernicus”.

Shortly after the death of the astronomer, the place of his burial was forgot-

ten. when in 1580 Bishop Marcin Kromer founded an epitaph for him it was 

placed in a completely random place – at the seventh side altar in the right 

nave. In 18th century it was removed and replaced with another one, which was 

hanged in a more honorable place, closer to the main altar. So when in 1802 the 

messengers of the warsaw Society of friends of Science appeared in frombork, 

they were shown this place as the burial place of the astronomer… nevertheless, 

german grave searches conducted in 1909 and 1939 focused on the place of the 

first epitaph and did not bring the desired result. during the war, one of the 

german scholars proved that Copernicus had the fourth and not the seventh 

altar in the right row. Nevertheless, he considered that if the epitaph was there, 

that was the place where Copernicus was buried. Scientific verification of these 

views based on archival materialclearly indicated the place of the astronomer’s 

burial at his altar in 2004. Exploration works undertaken by archaeologists at 

that time brought the expected result. Multilateral specialist tests enabled the 

identification of bones remains found. a computer image of Copernicus recre-

ated on the basis of his skull showed characteristic features of his effigy, known 

from other portraits.

Before Copernicus was buried again ceremonially in the archcathedral Basilica 

in frombork on 22nd May 2010, his mortal remains had been exhibited in the ca-

thedral in Toruń, and then at the castle of Olsztyn and in St. Jacob’s Cathedral. On 

the way from Olsztyn to frombork, the conduct with the sarcophagus of Coperni-

cus stopped in towns connected to him – dobre Miasto, lidzbark warmiński, Or-

neta, Pieniężno and Braniewo. a worthy monument was erected next to the altar 

he owned in frombork cathedral. with a hypothetical date of death…

Nicolaus Copernicus’s tombstone  
in the frombork cathedral, unveiled 
in May 2010 during the astronomer’s 
reburial ceremony.  The ceremony and 
the erection of the monument were the 
culmination of the research on Coper-
nicus’s actual burial place

The reburial ceremony of Copernicus in 
the archcathedral Basilica in frombork, 
22nd May 2010.
Next to it, the reconstruction of the 
astronomer’s image (2005)
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C H a P T E R  I

IMMaNuEl KaNT IN KÖNIgSBERg

Youth,Travels

It is not my aim to present philosophical teachings of the Königsberg thinker; 

almost every student of humanities isacquainted with them, and a more curious 

reader will find it in all philosophy history textbooks. In this chapter, however,  

I would like to put emphasis on biographical threads, his everyday life in a forti-

fied settlementupon the Pregolya, and finally point out some of the better and 

worse memories of him in the town in which he spent almost his entire life. 

Immanuel Kant was born in Königsberg in 1724 in a family of craftsmen. 

Hisfather, Johann georg Kant, was a saddle handyman.Hisancestors came from 

Scotland and were called Cant. Hisgreat-grandfather, Richard Kant, had an inn 

in Szyłokarczma (german Heydekrug, lithuanian Šilutė).His grandfather was 

a saddler in Klaipėda (german Memel), whereas hisfather, who inherited the 

same profession, moved to Tylża (german Tilsit, Russian Sovetsk ) first and then 

from there to Königsberg where he married anna Regina Reuter, fourteen years 

younger than him, also a craftsman’s daughter. The parents had two sons and 

four daughters. Immanuel’s younger brother, Johann friedrich, had graduated 

from theology studies in Königsberg but was in fact more interested in history. 

Klaipėda. The monument of a poet,  
Simon dach, born in that town in 
1605. The grandfather of Immanuel 
Kant was a saddler in Klaipėda.

from the left: the cathedral in 
Königsberg upon Knipawa,the royal 
castle, and later Kant’s house in Księżna 
Street (Prinzessinstr.) visible in the 
bottom right corner of the illustration
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He had been the prorector and rector of a male school in Mitawa (Courland), 

and since 1780 until his death in 1800 he was a priest in the village of Rhaden 

(according to the spelling then). The brothers did not visit each other due to the 

long distance, but they often corresponded. after the death of his brother, Im-

manuel sent 220 thalers to hiswidow. 

He was born in a house at the confluence of PrzedniePrzedmieście (front 

Suburb, VordereVorstadt) and Siodlarska Street (Saddle Street, Sattler Strasse) 

near Zielony Most (green Bridge, grüneBrücke). unfortunately, that building 

had already experienced a fire in 1769, and in 1811 burned down completely 

in the great fire of the town. all these and the subsequent reconstruction of the 

streets meant that there is not even a trace of the place of Kant’s birth left. No-

body even marked the place with a stone in the following years.

at the back of the house there were various granaries and gardens. Shoemak-

ers, bakers, peddlers, leather-dressers and button makers were the neighbors of 

the Kants. That is where the main route from the south ran, from Koronna Street 

(Kronenstr.) to the centre of the town through Knipawskadługa Street (Kneiph. 

langgasse), thanks to which Kant had the opportunity to watch the commercial 

traffic onthePregolya   every day – observinglithuanian and Polish riverboats, 

barges, punts and rafts, as well as English, dutch and german ships, listening to 

various languages, and learning the habits of rafts-men, sailors and merchants.

among the visitors arriving to Königsberg and in the town itself, Kant also saw 

“Prussian Poles”, that is, the people who were commonly called the Masurians over 

the next century. a few decades later he was to say that both during churchservices 

and schooling, one should use the language of the people, which best suits their innate 

qualities (following K.C. Mrongovius). He meant the lithuanians and the Masurians. 

He also came into contact with Jewish people speakingin Yiddish on a daily basis. 

from the left: Knipawska długa Street 
(Kneiphöfsche langgasse) in 1859 – the 
main trackway to the centre of Königsberg 
running through the green Bridge (grüne 
Brücke); Upon the Pregolya, woodcut by 
adolf Closs of 1881.

lithuanian merchants at the bank of 
the Pregolya in Königsberg

Russian rafters sailing to Königsberg
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first, he went to a so called hospital school, and from the age of eight he at-

tended the prestigious Collegium fridericianum. In 1740 he started philosophi-

cal, mathematical and physical studies at albertina, which he finished six years 

later, having written a treatise Thoughtsonthe True Estimation of Living Forces 
(Gedanken von der wahrenSchätzung der lebendigen Kräfte, 1746),referring to the 

ideas proclaimed by the philosopher gottfried wilhelm leibniz. Its publishing 

(1749) was financially supported by his mother’s brother, Reuter the shoemaker.

Kant’s father died at that time – his mother had beendead since 1736.as a 

result of this,he had to make a living from his own earnings. Before he started 

working at university, he had earned his living working as a private tutor in at least 

two towns. In 1747 he was hired by a Calvinist pastor, daniel Ernst andersch, 

in Judtschen near gąbin (Russian wieselovka, gusiev). In 1929 Judtschen was 

renamed to Kanthausen. Then, in 1750 he got to Jarnołtowo (german gross 

arnsdorf) in Morągditrict as a tutor of major junker Karl friedrich von Hülsen’s 

two sons who was the owner of local estate taken over in 1740 from the dibeses 

(later called the diebens). 

we know little about Kant’s stay in Jarnołtowo. undoubtedly, he maintained 

contacts with the well-known Provincial School in Zalewo (Morąg district), 

founded in 1587, which had five classes and whose graduates could apply for ad-

mission to the university of Königsberg. Born in Masuria, Krzysztof Celestyn-

Mrongovius, later a famous gdańsk lexicographer and defender of the Polish 

language graduated fromthis school in 1780. The teaching facultyin Zalewo 

also included a Polish cantor. It may be assumed that Kant, having worked in 

Jarnołtowo for a few years, became involved with the intellectual community of 

Zalewo and undoubtedly used the library there. In Jarnołtowo, he prepared his 

doctoral dissertation Meditations on Fire (De ignis, 1755). 

Kant himself later recalled that he had had great difficulties with explain-

ing various abstract concepts to children in an accessible way, adapted to their 

Church in Judtschen. Between 
1741–1750 Kant was a tutor 
of the local priest’s children. 

Collegium fridericianum in 
Königsberg  (1797)

from the left: Jarnołtowo (german 
gross arnsdorf) near Zalewo (german 
Saalfeld) on Schrötter’s map; Zalewo 
(1852). Kant, being a tutor of the 
Hülsens in Jarnołtowo probably used 
the library of the local Provincial School.
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perceptive capabilities. Nevertheless, the Jarnołtowo period brought him a lot 

of pedagogical experience. He believed that children should be taught a sense 

of duty and internal discipline, that the teachers should see their various talents 

(e.g. musical) and develop them properly. He also advocated skilful moralizing 

of his pupils.

Contrary to his self-critical assessment of his pedagogical activity in 

Jarnołtowo, Kant understood the souls of children and therefore he earned 

theirfriendship for life. Both the father, Major von Hülsen, and his sons main-

tainedwrittencontact with him for many years.One of them, Johann, having 

enrolled in the university of Königsberg in 1762 was his boarder. and although 

both the sons had successful military careers, they became famous for some-

thing different. at the turn of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, so before 

the edict of 1807, undoubtedly under the influence of the moral teachings of 

their tutor, they gave their subjects personal freedom. for this act, the Hülsen 

family was awarded a hereditary count title (in grafenstandversetzt) by freder-

ick william III. let us also add that a former student of Kant’s, georg friedrich 

von Hülsen, built a palace in Jarnołtowo, which was quite often reproduced in 

East Prussian construction.

after having left Jarnołtowo, Kant came back to Königsberg, however be-

tween 1755 and 1758 he still occasionally taught the children of count gebhard 

Johann von Keyserlingk residing in Capustigall palace in waldburg (Russian 

Nikolayevka) in Rybaki district (german fischhausen, Russian Primorsk).  

The count’s wife, Karolina amalia, comprehensively talented, made a drawing of 

the philosopher then. She later got married to the nephew of gebhard Johann, 

Christian Heinrich von Keyserlingk. later, when the Keyserlingks moved to 

Königsberg and opened a salon for aristocrats, senior officials and officers, Kant, 

the son of a modest craftsman, participated in these meetings.

The Hülsens Palace built in 1770. 
Several years earlier, Kant was the tutor 
of their children for five years.

The Keyserlingks Palace in waldburg. 
This is where Kant taught their chil-
dren between 1755–1758.

first portrait of Kant. drawing by 
Karolina amalai von Keyserlingk from 
the period of Kant’s stay in waldburg
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writing about his travels, or rather trips outside of Königsberg, gołdap is 

not to be missed. Kant came there at the turn of 1765 and 1766 at the invitation 

of the commander of the military garrison in gołdap, general daniel friedrich 

von lossow (1727–1783), who fought for Prussia in the Seven Years’ war. It is 

worth mentioning here that in the years 1778–1779 he fell into the king’s tem-

porary disgrace due to his creation in 1762 of a military formation called the 

Bosniak Corps, which did not prove to be effective during the succession war. 

The general was quartered in gołdap and occasionally in his estate in Kleszc-

zewo (since 1938 german Kleszowen/Kleschauen, Russian Kutuzovo). Perhaps 

they visited the lossow’s orangery in Niedrzwica (german Niederwitz) located 

near gołdap. Kleszczewo was founded in the times of prince albrecht. In 1625 

only the Poles lived there;the lithuanians and the germans started to settle 

there later. when a parish was established in Kleszczewo in 1701, services were 

held in three languages (w. Kętrzyński, 1882; w. Chojnacki, 1959). a similar 

situation in terms of languages was in Niedrzwica and gołdap. It may therefore 

be assumed that Kant, although he was the guest of a Prussian general, could 

have talked with the Masurians and the lithuanians, some of whomspoke ger-

man. It is known that the philosopher did not avoid commonpeople.

The general and the professor later maintained correspondence with each 

other, having done small favors to one another. unfortunately, historians can-

not determine how they met. In 1929, the town of gołdap honored the phi-

losopher’s memory by naming their gymnasium founded in 1613 after him 

(Kantschule). 

It is also known that Kant tookshort rides to the Moditten cabin, located 

right next to Königsberg,to the seat of an aristocratic family of the Schrötters in 

wohnsdorf (Russian Kurortnoye), and to Piława (Russian Baltiysk). 

wilhelmińska Street (currently wol-
ności Street), where general lossow’s 
house and the garrison were located 

Market square in gołdap on a post-
card  from the late 19th century

gołdap, Niedrzwica and Kleszczewo 
on Schrötter’s map

gymnasium in gołdap. In 1929,  
Immanuel Kant became its patron.
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let us devote some more sentences to Kant’s travels to Braniewo in 

warmia, belonging to the Polish Crown before 1772. The Schorns family, pa-

tricians ennobled by Polish kings, came to great importance in Braniewo in 

the 18th century. The family included mayors, judges and town secretaries, as 

well as the rector of the Jesuit College founded in 1564, Józef Schorn (a. Szorc, 

1995). The Schorns made a fortune on trading wine imported from Burgun-

dy, Rhineland, etc. In 1741, Heinrich Schorn merged his company with the 

enterprise of franz Östreich, native warmian, who became the secretary of 

the town council and alsoreceived the title of a noble patrician. He was very 

businesssavvy. His son, Johann attended the Jesuit College, and from 1767 he 

studied law at albertina, where he also attended Kant’s lectures. what is more, 

Johannwas noticed by him and was even invited for a longer conversation ata 

private apartment. Supposedly, Kant then learned a lot about the current cul-

tural and economic situation in Braniewo, among other things. for example, 

he learned that from 1762 the town conductedoverseas trade with its own 

“white Swan” yacht. undoubtedly, the philosopher shared this news with his 

Scottish friend, Robert Motherby, who was engaged in overseas trade. let us 

remember that Kant had invested his capital in Motherby’senterprise. for that 

reason, together with another Scottish merchant, Joseph green, they traveled 

to the port in Piława. No wonder then, that in 1770, Kant and Motherby went 

to Braniewo, paying a visit to the then mayor, MichałSchorn (the brother of 

Heinrich, deseased in 1758) and obviously to the Östreichs – the senior and 

the junior (Siegfried formaçon, 1987). although that was not Kant’s first stay 

in that town – he had passed through that place twenty years before on his 

way to Jarnołtowo. Now, however, he paid a visit to the authorities of a town 

belonging to the Polish Crown.Thus, one can say that he visited Poland. This 

fact inevitably debunks another myth that he never traveled outside of East 

Prussia. It is however hard to say whether the visit in Braniewo brought any 

tangible commercial benefits to Kant and his Scottish friend.

Johann Östreich, the mayor of Braniewo. 
He invited Kant to his town as a student 
of albertina. The philosopher went there 
in 1770, when Braniewo still belonged 
to Poland. His father, the mayor of 
Braniewo, organized a regular post in 
warmia at the request of Bishop Krasicki 
in 1768.

Braniewo’s yacht “Biały Łabędź”  
(white Swan) was launched in 1762.  
It is quite possible that Kant, interested 
in overseas trade, visited it in 1770. 
(ZgaE, Beiheft 7, 1987)

from the left: Braniewo, copperplate of 
1830 and the port over the Pasłęka  
(Passaria) in Braniewo
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The everyday scientific and private life of Kant in Königsberg

Kant returned to Königsberg in 1755 and, after defending his doctoral dis-

sertation Meditations on Fire (De ignis, 1755), was employed at the university. 

In the same year he was habilitated based on the dissertation A New Elucida-

tion of the First Principles of Metaphysical Cognition (Principiorum primorum 
cognitionis metaphisica nova dilucitudo),butbecause there was no vacancy in 

the department of philosophy, he became a private docent. during this first 

period, before he was appointed a professor (which only occurred after fifteen 

years, in 1770), he was entrusted with the responsibilities of the university 

curator several times.Hebecame a sublibrarian in the castle library in 1765, 

taking the place of a man named goralski (góralski?) , whereas in 1766 he 

also was the curator of a nature study.Before having received the chair of his 

department he lived quitemodestly. He did not, however, want to accept too 

high an honorarium for his printed works. The contemporaries recall that he 

wore one shabby coat for many years.

He taughed philosophy, mathematics, anthropology and physical geography 

and immediately proved himself to be a great educator. He was not interested 

in poetry though.Heonly valued a german-speaking Swiss poet albrecht von 

Haller (1708–1777), probably because he was asupporter of gottfried wilhelm 

leibniz. Kant’s fame grew every year. almost all students regardless of their 

fields of study attended his lectures, also in addition to people “from town” and 

foreign visitors. Previously, during the Seven Years’ war, Russian officers had 

beenhis listeners.

at first (from 1755), Kant lived in Rzeźnicza Street (Köttelstr.) at profes-

sor Johann Kypke’s house, neartheCoalMarket (Kohlmarkt) and the Pregol-

ya. He found his next apartment onMagistra Street, running parallel to the 

during the Seven Years’ war, Russian 
officers (the group on the right, at the 

bottom) were attended Kant’s lectures. 
Painting by Izolda Soroczkina and 

wiktor graczow

Old university building with  
the cathedral in the background

The university of Königsberg called 
albertina was primarily located on 
Knipawa island (german Kneiphof) 
near the cathedral. New albertina was 
built in 1862. above, the buildings of 
the old university on the city plan by 
Joachim Bering of 1613
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southern branch of the Pregolya, from the north. The famous trilingual poet 

Simon dach (who wrote in latin, Polish and german) lived there in the 17th 

century. That was the street of the city’s scholars. Presumably, he had his din-

ners in Zornow’s inn in Junkierska Street (Junkerstr.) which made him take 

long walks. He sometimes played billiards and cards at Zornow’s. The con-

stant hustle and bustle, shouting of merchants and carriers coming from the 

side of the Pregolya prompted him to rent an apartment from a publisher and 

a librarian, Johann Jakob Kanter at Oxen Market (Ochsenmarkt) in 1768, 

which was later renamed lipowa Street (lindenstr.) nearby wooden Bridge 

(Holzbrücke) and the Pregolya. It can be assumed that Kant liked to have an 

open space ahead of him. Perhaps the traffic on the river was smaller there. 

after some time, Kanter gave him a more comfortable room in the house 

next to his bookshop, at the intersection of Staromiejskadługa (altstädtisch-

elanggasse) and Kowalska (Schmiedestr.) Streets. Here he could easily read 

publishing catalogs and borrow books he needed, which he then read very 

quickly and returned to Kanter. He had a great memory, so he never made 

notes from a studied book. He ate dinners at the inn near his apartment, 

willingly in the company of simple people. He was reportedly forced to move 

out of Kanter’s house by the hoarse crowing of a rooster coming from the 

neighboring property.

finally, in 1783 he bought a two-storey, eight-room house with a garden 

onKsiężna (Prinzessinstr.)Street, onthe west side of the castle, for 5,500 thal-

ers. The mayor of Königsberg, Theodor gottlieb von Hippel, helped him to 

conduct the transaction, however he did not live there until four years later.  

according to the custom prevailing at that time among albertine professors, 

Kant arranged a large lecture hall on the ground floor of the newly purchased 

house. The lectures given there often gathered up tothree hundred listeners. 

from the left: Kant’s house between  
1783–1804 in Księżna Street 
(Prizessinstr.); lindenstrasse (former 
Oxen Market), in which Kant lived in 
1768 

fragment of the Königsberg plan 
of 1928, where Staromiejska długa 
Street (altstädtische langgasse) and 
Kowalska Street (Schmiedestr,) are 
clearly marked. The former Księżna 
Street (Prinzessinstr.) bears the name 
of Kant (Kantstr.) on the plan after 
reconstruction.
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That is how Johann gottfried Hasse,one of regular attendees of Kant’s din-

ners, described his last apartment: 

Moving closer to Kant’s premises everything announced that it was a philosopher’s 

house. The building looked slightly antique. Though it was located in front street, 

its back touched the back of an aged castle, its towers and a prison with numerous 

owls. In spring and summer the atmosphere was quite romantic in that spot […] 

Crossing the threshold of the house, the guest got into the mood of silence. and 

if it wasn’t for the smells coming from the kitchen door, if it wasn’t for the barking 

dog and the meowing cat being the favorite of the cook (with whom, as the host 

assured, she had long conversations), one might think that this house is uninhab-

ited. going up the stairs one met a servant busy with setting the table. Then one 

passed a simple, raw, partly smoky hall to get into a bigger room, a living room, 

yet furnished without splendor. There was a sofa, a few chairs covered with a cloth,  

a sideboard with porcelain and a writing desk with silver and necessary amount of 

money. Next to a room thermometer there was some furniture by the walls. Pass-

ing through a simple door, one also entered obscure Sanssouci [association with 

meetings at frederick II’s – J.J.] where after having knocked one was invited with a 

cheerful “come in”. The whole room breathed with simplicity and silence so differ-

ent from the hustle of the town and the world. Two plain tables, similarly simple 

chairs and a sofa were the equipment Kant used while working. a plain chest of 

drawers was also placed in the middle of a long room. That is where the wise man 

worked, on a wooden, half-round, three-legged chair or waited for his companions 

wistfully turned to the door as he was already hungry.

Kant was sociable, lively and funny in conversation. Blue eyes distinguished 

his goodness and kindness; he was elegant and even gallant towards women; 

he had interesting conversations with them, valued their daily housework. He 

never got married because he did not want to limit his freedom. He was not  

a strongman – slim, slightly leaning, and short (157 centimeters). He was strict 

with himself.Hestrictly obeyed the preached moral principles.Helived the way 

he taught, e.g. he never lied.Heespecially valued honesty and rationality in the 

people he met. after having received the chair of the department, when his 

finances improved significantly, he dressed more carefully and in accordance 

with the prevailing fashion. as a professor, he also financially supported the 

hospital for the poor.

He was friends with the foresterwobser of Moditten near Königsberg, which 

he often visited for summer rest, and with a porcelain manufacturer, Paul Hein-

rich Collin, with whom he maintained contact throughout his life. although 

he came from a craftsman’s family, he was eagerly seen in the best homes, for 

example, the influential family of the Keyserlings, Count wilhelm von Brün-

neck, Count Ernst ahasver Heinrich von lehndorff and many others. He also 

organized meetings himself, to which he invited not only scholars andprofes-

sors, but also officers, merchants and officials. The dinner consisted of three 

dishes, then the chef served a dessert with wine. Philosophy was discussed at 

Immanuel Kant’s house in Księżna 
Street between 1783–1804.  
View from the garden

Cabin in Moditten (watercolor by 
waldemar grohnert, 1965)
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the table, but also economics, art, literature, more interesting everyday events 

and politics. He was so curious about the latter one that he was looking forward 

to the newspaper post.

Kant ate with taste. He chose the dishes carefully, as he cared for his health. 

He did not smoke, but he took snuff. He did not drink vodka, beer or coffee, 

but only diluted tea, water and wine in small doses. He liked fruit – he gave it 

to his guests and their families. He did not have time to work in the garden 

himself. He did not overemphasize diet, although he thought that a rational 

man should know how to deal with his body. His day was strictly regulated. 

His servant woke him up at five o’clock. He prepared for lectures for two hours, 

never taking any notes or extracts because he had a phenomenal memory. He 

conducted lectures until ten o’clock, and in the earlier period also in the early 

evening. until one o’clock he read or wrote his own philosophical treatises. af-

ter a two and a half hour dinner, he went out for a walk at three-thirty. There 

is an anecdote to this day that the inhabitants of Königsberg regulated their 

watches in accordance with his walks. In fact, if the conversations at the table 

were very interesting, Kant went out for a walk with varied delay. Only once 

he reportedly gave up this everyday habit, in 1762, when he received a copy 

of Emil by Jean Jacques Rousseau and lost himself in reading so much that he 

forgot about the entire world. let us add that his room was decorated with only 

one portrait, that of the french thinker. On another occasion, when a wealthy 

friend he accidentally met offered him a ride in a carriage at the time of his walk 

and as a result, Kant did not return home until late in the evening that day, very 

displeased.fromthen onhetookhis walks alone. They became known not only 

in Königsberg, but also around the world.

at a younger age, when he was still living with Kanter at lipowa Street, 

he walked towards Knipawska Street up to the green Bridge.Therehe looked 

Painting by Emil dörtling Feast at 
Kant’s (ca. 1900) illustrating famous 
dinners at the philosopher’s house

Kant in his study. 
watercolor by Heinrich wolf (1909)
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thoughtfully at the Pregolya, later he headed up to groblafilozofów (the Phi-

losophers’ dam, Philosopfendamm) through a path full of willows (today the 

area of the Main Station). It was a long walk. On days of uncertain weather  

a servant with an umbrella followed him. In older age he changed the route of 

his walks. He walked down Łąkagrzechotników Street (Klapperwiesestr.) up 

to the customs house at Holenderskiedrzewo (dutch Tree, Holländer Baum). 

He rested there, leaning against the wall opposite PlacStoczniowy (Shipyard 

Square, Schiffsbauplatz), and he also looked at the Pregolya. Sometimes some-

one set out a bench for him to rest. after coming back home, he worked. He 

went to bed at ten o’clock precisely. 

He used to say he wanted to work for the rest of his life but in his last years 

he lost the sight in the left eye. Because of worsening health, he eventually re-

tired from university life in 1797. a crowd of students came to his house then 

to pay tribute to him and thank him for nearly half a century of pedagogical 

and scientific work. a year later, due to general weakness, he had to give up his 

walks, and in 1802 he lost his memory. In his last years, when he was more and 

more unwell, his sister took care of him and ran his household. The last words 

he was to say before his death were: “It is fine” (Es ist gut). 

He died on the 24th of february, 1804. There was mourning all over town.  

It was widely known that he was a famous man and almost everybody, at least 

because of his long walks, knew him by sight.The representatives of state au-

thorities headed by the governor wilhelm Magnus von Brünneck, the repre-

sentatives of municipal authorities, the whole university, craft guilds, various 

societies and immeasurable crowd of the Königsberg people walkedin a cer-

emonial funeral procession, with the bells ringing. Nobody seemed to enjoy 

such popularity among the inhabitants of the town upon the Pregolya as Im-

manuel Kant, the philosopher.

Except for the nine years Kant spent in Judtschen and Jarnołtowo, he as-

sociated his whole life with Königsberg and never wanted to leave it, though 

he received tempting proposals to take over the cathedrals in Halle, Erlangen, 

Jena and Mitawa. He loved his closer homeland, that is Königsberg, and did not 

want to leave it. He recommended toguests visiting the town to viewthe pano-

rama of the city from the castle tower. Once he described it as follows: 

a big town, the centre of the Kingdom [Prussian — J.J.], where national colleges 

are located, which has a university leading to the culture and science, which is fo-

cused on overseas trade, the town, which thanks to the rivers flowing from within 

the country and from border and distant lands favors the exchange of goods. That 

town is Königsberg upon the Pregolya; it can serve as the right place to broaden 

the knowledge about people and the world without the necessity to travel.

The three most important works that make up Kant’scritical system brought 

him worldwide recognition: the Critique of Pure Reason (Kritik der reinen  

Kant during his everyday walk.  
lithograph by Heinrich wolff of 1909 

Press announcement in the Königsberg 
newspaper reporting the death of 
Immanuel Kant
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Vernunft, 1781);  Critique of Practical Reason (Kritik der praktischen Vernunft, 

1788) and  Critique of Judgment (Kritik der Urteilskraft, 1790). In the treatise  Re-

ligion within the Bounds of Bare Reason (Die Religion innerhalb der Grenzen der 
blossen Vernunft, 1793) he handled the problem of the relation of religion to 

morality, and in his work  Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch (Zumewigen 
Frieden. Ein philosophischer Entwurf, 1795) he condemned the partitions of Po-

land in a slightly encrypted manner. He was a member of twenty scientific soci-

eties across Europe. In addition, the Jews issued a medal in his honor, because 

he helped them explain some of the more intricate Talmudic texts. It should be 

added here that due to differences in views on religious matters, the Prussian 

king forbade him to conduct lectures except logic and metaphysics in 1795.

The changing fate of Kant’s cult in Königsberg

Kant was buried nearthe eastern wall of the cathedral, in the so called under-

ground professors’ tomb, built at the end of the 16th century. a few years later, the 

place was closed for further burials and at the request of georg Johann Scheffner, 

a writer and Kant’s friend, rebuilt into a passage hall for professors and students. 

a stone block with the inscription „Immanuel Kant’s grave” (SepulchrumIm-

manuelis Kant”) was placed over it with a pedestal with his bust, designed by a 

sculptor Johann gottfried Schadow, and made in 1801 by Karl gottfried Hage-

mann of Carrara marble. The roof was built of simple bricks. The whole was 

called StoaKantiana by Scheffner, that is Kant’s cloister. The grave was separated 

from the passage only by a wooden fence. as is commonly accepted, this was 

to take place in 1810. However, in 1814, a german traveler, Peter Rauschnick, 

who wanted to pay tribute to the philosopher, hardly found his grave, as there 

was no pedestal, inscription or bust. He did see the latter, but in the university 

building. So the StoaKantiana had to have been built after 1814. unfortunately, 

nobody took care of it, and around 1825 it was already in a very poor state. In 

this situation, the university senate transferred Kant’s bust to the auditorium 

Maximum in 1820. It was not until the 1870s that the renovation of Stoa Kantian 

began to be discussed and monetarydonations were collected for that purpose. 

The main supporters of the monument’s restoration were Professor august Mül-

ler and  doctor Karl witt, a gymnasium teacher and a known democrat. The 

exhumation under the direction of Professor Johann wilhelm Heydeck was car-

ried out in 1880. after careful examination and description, the remains of the 

philosopher were placed in a tin box, which was also placed in a tin casket, and 

this one was placed in the same underground vault. Because the university did 

not want to return the bust, an exact replica, made by a Berlin sculptor, Rudolf 

Siemering, was placed at the tomb. The artist, Emil Neide, copied the frescoes of 

Engraving by Johann Heydeck  
Exhumation of Kant’s body (1881)

Stoa Kantiana of 1810 (?)
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Rafael’s The School of Athens on the wall of the renovated StoaKantiana. a neo-

gothic twin-peaked grave chapel was also built. The whole was officially put into 

service on the 9th of June 1881, that is, the hundredth anniversary of the release 

of Critique of Pure Reason.

unfortunately, StoaKantiana and the chapel started to fall into ruin again 

with no proper maintenance. as a result, Stoa Kantiana had to be demolished 

in 1899. at the beginning of the 20th century, a discussion was started on how to 

comemmorate Kant’s burial place, but only in 1924, the 200th anniversary of the 

philosopher’s birth, a new impressive hall, which has survived to this day, was 

built around the tomb (Säulenhalle). Professor friedrich lahrs was its creator. 

Kant’s last home experienced a worse fate. directly after the philosopher’s 

death, an inn was set up there. admittedly, alater owner, the dentist Karl 

gustav döbbelin, hung there a commemorative plaque with the inscription:  

Hall around the tomb of Kant 
constructed in 1924

Renovated Stoa Kantiana.  
Exterior view of the chapel and  
its interior design (1890)

Bust of Immanuel Kant by friedrich 
Hagemann (1773–1806), currently in 
the collection of the friedrichswerdersche 
Kirche in Berlin
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“Immanuel Kant lived here from 1783 to the 12th of february 1804”, but no-

body thought about securing the building, neither about arranging a museum 

there. In 1893, after an earlier reconstruction of Księżna Street, Kant’s house 

was demolished to the foundations. as the historian of Königsberg Professor 

fritz gause (1968) stated : the renaming of Księżna Street to Kant’s Street does 

not diminish the atrocity of the town authorities. The philosopher’s legacy was 

equally squandered. However, the town honored his memory with a stunning 

monument by Christian daniel Rauch. Königsberg’s intellectual elite, headed 

by professors Karl Rosenkranz and  august Hagen, initiated fundraising for 

the monument and undertook passionate discussions about the place of its 

setting. finally, the monument was located near the last place of Kant’s resi-

dence. The ceremony of unveiling the monument took place on the 16th of 

October, 1864. Historian friedrich wilhelm Schubert paid tribune to the phi-

losopherin a beautiful speech. when in 1885 the quite noisy Zamkowa Street 

(Schloßstr.) was built here, it was assumedthat this was not a place worthy of 

Kant, as he loved peace and quiet.Thereforethe monument was moved to the 

Royal garden (Königsgarten) at Parade Square (Paradeplatz) and placed in 

front of the university. Since a massive monument of the king frederick wil-

liam III had stood inthe main place there since 1851, Kant had to settle for a 

slightly more modest place located just off the street. after 1945 the monu-

ment disappeared without a trace.

The house in which Kant lived located 
in Księżna Street before its renovation 
in 1893.

Modern replica of Kant sculpture, lost 
in 1945, by Harald Haacke

Monument of Immanuel Kant in 
Königsberg by Christian daniel Rauch
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Of course, the university always remembered its profesor. let us quote, for 

instance, the memories of one of the insurgent Polish officers, interned in 1831, 

who wrote about the students of albertine on the basis of his own observations: 

hat is a strange and unusual view of those figures everywhere, with challenging 

faces, something like medieval knighthood, resembling a hero from la Mancha, 

with conceit on his forehead, with Kant under the arm, with Kant in every word, 

with Kant in a dream and a fantasy, yet not in action. 

Soon after the death of the philosopher, the Society of friends of Kant (ge-

sellschaft der freunde Kants) was formed, having a rather private character, 

whose acivitiesbasically comprisedremembering him on the day of his death 

and laying flowers on his grave. It took place for the last time on the 12th febru-

ary 1945 – already among the ruins. In 1904 Kant’s Society (Kant-gesellschaft) 

of a scientific nature was also formed, but with a seat in Halle. Kant’s successors 

in the cathedral, Karl Rosenkranz and friedrich wilhelm Schubert published 

twelve volumes of the philosopher’s works between 1838 and 1840, althoughnot 

in Königsberg, but ratherin leipzig. The centenary of his death was solemnly 

celebrated. The university hung a bronze plaque on the walls of the castle with 

a well-known sentence of the philosopher: „The starry sky above me and the 

moral law in me.” 

among the preserved images of Kant, one shall enlist the aforementioned 

drawing by Karolina amalia von Keyserlingk (1755–1758), a portrait painted by 

Johann gottlieb Becker in 1768 and ordered by Kanter which is currently in a 

museum in Marbach, germany, then the one by gottlieb doebler of 1791 hang-

ing in Königsberg in the lodge „at a Skull and Phoenix” until 1933, and finally 

the miniature by C. Verner of ca. 1797. In addition, the following dedicated their 

paintings to him, a.o.: Johann Heydeck The Exhumation of Kant’s corpse (Die 

Ausgrabung der GebeineKants, 1881); Emil dörtling Feast at Kant’s (Kantstafel-
runde, ok. 1900); Heinrich wolff Kant in a study (Kant im Arbeitszimmer, 1909) 

and Kant during a daily walk (Immanuel Kant bei seinem täglichen Spaziergang, 

1909) and lovis Corinth The Barbarians (Barbaren, 1916).

Königsberg, though not always consistently, rightly remembered the greatest 

representative of its intellectual elite. This town is invariably associated bythe 

world with Immanuel Kant*.

 

Plaque on the walls of Königsberg 
castle dedicated by the universty on 
the 100th anniversary of Immanuel 
Kant’s death

Portrait of Immanuel Kant  
by gottlieb doebler (1791)

*    This text is a modified version of the study by Janusz Jasiński entitled Immanuel Kant, 
published in the book bythe same author The History of Königsberg. Sketches from the 13th to 

20th centuries, Książnica Polska, Olsztyn 1994, p. 125–136.
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C H a P T E R  I I

THE gdaŃSK RESPONSE TO  
KOŚCIuSZKO’S uPRISINg aNd KaNT’S TO 

THE PaRTITIONS Of POlaNd
(in the light of the observations and opinions of his students)

      

The residents of Gdańsk in 1794 

In the library of The wojciech Kętrzyński Center for Scientific Research in 

Olsztyn, an old print from1795 containing a description of a walking tour of 

two anonymous travelers from Königsberg to gdańsk is kept*. These travelers 

and the authors of the old print were two students of protestant theology from 

Königsberg, who called themselves “people of enlightenment”. They werecon-

nected with Kant’s circle of friends, as evidenced by the fact that they received 

letters of recommendation from him before departing from Knigsberg. They 

remained under the moral beauty of the teachings of the Königsberg philoso-

pher, whom they called “noble” and “immortal Kant”. 

The purpose of their journey was to study the state of religious awareness of 

the population of East and west Prussia and their attitude to current political 

events. So they met with priests, their friends, innkeepers, casually met people, 

etc. They had conversations with them, and they also shared their observations 

and comments with each other. They marked people met in certain places with-

initials, which in the case of priests, were deciphered thanks to the existing 

presbyteriology of the East and west Prussia Evangelical Church. for instance, 

fatherg. from Elbląg proved to be Jerzy grübnau working in local parish of the 

Virgin Mary since 1782. It is true that their observations regarding the state of 

religiosity are very interesting and deserve a separate discussion, however, they 

are not the subject of these considerations.

The young men wandered through Brandenburg (Russian ushakovo  ), 

Heiligenbeil (Polish Świętomiejsce, Russian Mamonovo), Braniewo, frombork, 

and Elbląg, from whichgoing back to Milejewo they headed to Kwidzyn and 

again went north to Malbork to reach gdańsk through lubieszewo. during 

their stay in frombork, they acknowledged Copernicus „who spent his time on 

expanding necessary knowledge”, repeating with full conviction the legend that 

the astronomer built a water supply there.

forgotten 1794 print in which Kant’s 
students present his stand towards the 
Second Partition of Poland

*    Abentheuerliche Wanderungen durch die Preussischen Staaten in Bezung auf die neusten 
religiösen und politischen Vorfälle. altona 1795, bey der Verlagsgesellschaft, s. 286.
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They came to gdańsk at the turn of June and July 1794, so in the period of 

the ongoing church uprising, which was also broadly discussed in german-

speaking countries, generally favorably for Poland. let us remember that 

a well known Königsberg writer, Zacharias werner (1768–1823) was one of 

Kościuszko’s enthusiasts. It is also worth recalling as an example two contem-

porary prints from the extensive literature on the subject. In 1794, a historical 

writer, Henryk Zschokke, anonymously released a brochure entitled Friedrich 
Wilhelm besondersbei Warschau, allegedly published in wola near warsaw, in 

which he criticized the role of king frederick william II in the uprising. al-

ready the motto of the brochure „Erkam, ersah, erfloh”, that is “He came, he saw, 

he run away” (a parody of Julius Ceasar’s words) spoke for itself. The second 

item, a broader bookalso anonymously published in Berlin in 1797and entitled 

Der polnische Krieg im Jahre 1794, judged Russia, the Prussian ally, very sharply, 

especially for the massacre of Praga.

gdańsk listened to news from the battlefield with great tension, and its new 

rulers with concern. In such a heated atmosphere, the Königsberg students ap-

peared in the town on the Mołtawa, immediately becoming witnesses toa sym-

bolic event for the attitude of gdańsk residents. a street vendor was selling maps, 

copperplates and alsoimages of Kościuszko, which interested a young Prussian 

officer. He ordered to the vendor to hand him all the pieces of Kościuszko image 

Banner of Kościuszko Kosynierzy  
(scythemen) (1794)

Kant’s students’ travels from Königsberg 
to gdańsk in 1794 including the cities 
listed by them
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and started to destroy them, scolding the seller for daring to spread the cult of the 

leader of the revolution publicly. However, the peddler did not get scared. Just 

the opposite – he raised a great alarm, as a result of which he was immediately 

surrounded by a crowd of gdańsk residents, adopting a hostile attitude towards 

the officer and shouting that he is not worthy of tying the straps on Kościuszko’s 

shoes. The students commented on the situation as follows:

The pursuit of the Polish nation to take over the lands seized by Russia and Prussia, 

also among the inhabitants of this city, who naturally took the biggest part in the 

unrest, caused a great boil now” (gährung). 

writing about „taking part in unrest”, he undoubtedly meant the events of 

1793 when people spontaneously tried to prevent the Prussians from entering 

the city. They further stated that the citizens of gdańsk wished the revolution in 

Poland to end with the victory of the Polish nation and only a small pro-Prussian 

faction, for whom personal gain under the new authority was more important 

than the harm caused to the lands taken (in first and second partition) including 

gdańsk, counted on the defeat of the Poles. Both parties would not stop fighting 

and there were many instances of direct violence. 

The students met Johann wilhelm linde in gdańsk, a german-Polish preach-

er in the church of the Holy Spirit, who told them about a great concern, as he 

was ordered to conduct a thanksgiving service (dankfest) on the occasion of the 

Prussian victory near Szczekociny (6 VI 1794). He was supposed to deliver an 

appropriate sermon on that occasion. as he assured the travelers: ”all my parish-

ioners are convinced of the unrighteousness of this war (unrechtsmässigkeit des 

jetzigenKriegs), just like me.”He continued: “If I organize a thanksgiving service, 

I will lose the trust of my parishioners.” He eventually gave a general sermon 

on the war as such, its terrifying consequences, when people are exposed to the 

worst robberies and atrocities. He continued that war turns a flourishing country 

into a desert,and asked rhetorically whether the winner will remain in that role 

Panorama of gdańsk from the turn  
of the 18th and 19th centuries

The view of Motława from the fish  
market to the south of gdańsk.  
fragment of copperplate of 1780

gate, crane at długie Pobrzeże 
in gdańsk, fragment of a painting  
by f. E. Meyerheim, 1850



Immanuel Kant66

for a long time thanks to a victorious war. He ended the sermon with the words: 

„after all, the song of victory can turn into a song of defeat.” In such a brave way 

he expressed the hope that Prussia would enjoy only temporary success of the 

victory at Szczekociny. when another pastor, who had a different view, said that 

if the Poles had won, it would have been a great misfortune for the Prussian king, 

the sermon was heard with great disapproval while the priest tried to justify for 

his excessive political commitment. according to the students’ assessment:

Because of the victory of the Prussian over the Poles [at Szczekociny] the people of 

gdańsk were really disappointed and their hopes for liberation from the Prussians 

were shaken!

Kant’s critical attitude towards the partitioners of Poland

Observation of the insurrection gave students the opportunity to conduct 

a broader discussion about itand about the partitions of Poland as well. first, 

the conversation concerned Kościuszko. He was found to be the leader of great 

war talents, who took command of the insurgent army for the love of his home 

country. If anyone wanted to despise him then how should one relate to the 

Prussian generals, who fought for the king and not for the homeland? To the 

opponent’s remark that the inhabitants of the newly occupied Polish territories 

would live better under the Prussian rule than if they were to return to Polish 

rule, they answered that the Polish nation had proven  by the May Constitution 

that they were effectively seeking to repair the system and that they were on the 

path of real progress. and if the Poles were satisfied with this system, it is wrong 

to impose a better one on them. 

In the last sentence we find an obvious reflection of Kant’s ideas included 

in the work Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch (Zumewigen Frieden. Ein 
philosophischer Entwurf), in which he wrote:

no state shall violently interfere in the constitution of another state […].However, 

as long as the internal dispute remains unresolved, such involvement of foreign 

powers in matters of an independent state struggling only with its internal illness 

of the nation, isa scandal making the autonomy of all other countries uncertain 

(trans. By H. Serejski, 1970).

One of the greatest historians of the last century, Marceli Handelsman, 

spoke about Kant’s attitude to the partitions in 1923: “Perpetual Peace […]had 

to be regarded as the strongest condemnation of the partitions of Poland and 

the crimes commited on it”. It was all about the opinion of the world, as after 

all, the judgement was issued by the greatest moral authority of that time. as 

we know, Kant formulated these assessments, having regard to the particular 

situation in the Republic of Poland, that is the Constitution of 3 May, Targowica 

Church of the Holy Spirit in gdańsk. 
Kant’s students had a discussion with 
Johann wilhelm linde, the german 
and Polish priest of that churchand 
brother of Samuel Bogumił, the author 
of renowned Dictionary of the Polish 
Language.

Tadeusz Kościuszko, Supreme 
Commander of the Polish National 
armed forces in the uprising of 1794, 
portrait by Kazimierz wojniakowski 
from before 1812
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and the intervention of partitioning powers in Poland, which ended with the 

second partition.although Kant’s book was published in 1795, students had 

gotten acquainted with its most important assumptions earlier, perhaps during 

lectures or during direct conversations with the philosopher. Nevertheless, in 

the gdańsk discussions in 1794 they used their master’s arguments, directly 

referred to him and constantly raised the problem of the partitions. Poland’s 

position could be defined as a situation in which a stronger neighbour speaks 

to a weaker one: “I know better how to arrange your house, so I will take it 

away from you and live in it.” lawlessness, however, remains lawlessness re-

gardless of whether it is allowed by a beggar or a king. Neither an ordinary 

man has the right to take away foreign property, nor the ruler by means of 

his soldiers to pluck entire provinces for himself from another state. The sup-

porter of frederick william II argued that the Prussian king had the right to 

occupy a part of Poland as pernicious theories began to spread in Poland that 

could permeate to Prussia and stimulate the subjects to revolt. In answer, he 

heard that it was only an excuse for the Prussian king to seize someone else’s 

property. anyway, the argument raised makes no sense because political theo-

ries are easier to spread when there are no borders. By reasoning in this way, 

Russia should have attacked Prussia, as there was a system in Prussia that may 

not have pleased Russia.

Then the students referred to the brochure entitled Untersuchung über die 
Rechtsmässigkeit der Theilung Polen (Berlin 1795). They must have become fa-

miliar with it in Hamburg,after the fall of the uprising, when no one doubted 

that the third partition would take place. Of course, the term Rechtsmässigkei, 

that is rightnessorlawfulness, was used here in an ironic sense and for this rea-

son the Prussian king tried to stop the distribution of the brochure. Summaris-

ing the views contained in it, the students stated that one should not use soph-

isms in politics, as every evil can be justified with them. This is what the papacy 

did, persecuting the heretics and justifying their actions by appealing toover-

arching, sacred purposes. There is a general moral law that does not allow tak-

ing away someone else’s property. This principle applies to both private and 

public life. Therefore, from a moral law perspective, the partitions of Poland are 

a violation of someone else’s property. These actions cannot be defended against 

any objective tribunal. No one – neither simple people nor rulers – stand above 

the law of god. god will not justify them because they are guided by a false 

conscience. There is no appeal against god’s judgment. also in human judge-

ment, a plunder remains a plunder, and a fraud is a fraud.

This does not mean that Kant was not critical of the Poles and Poland before 

the May Constitution. In his opinion the Poles were distinguished by spontaneity, 

lack of asense of humor, an excessive nature, superfluous imitation of the french, 

but also a high level of literature and, contrary to the german stereotype about 

artur Schopenhauer (1788–1860), 
famous philosopher, born in gdańsk. 
His father, Heinrich, a wealthy gdańsk  
merchant and banker, moved to 
Hamburg as a protest against the 
occupation of the city by the Prussians

Polish lands taken by Prussia as a result 
of the partitions of Poland in the years: 
1772 (      ), 1793 (      ),  1795 (      ). 
Russia also took part in the three partitions,  
the map below shows the range of the 
partition borders of 1795  (      ).  
austria took part in two partitions:  
in  1772  (      ), 1795 r. (      )
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„polnische wirtschaft”, a good level of economy (w. Pniewski, 1933; d. Bogdan, 

2005). He also spoke beautifully about Polish women, who „…of all other nations 

are distinguished by a wider sense,  greatest state wisdom, manners and greatest 

firmness” (quoting T. Mazowiecki, 1995).It is quite likely that Kant had the op-

portunity to meet Polish ladies in the Keyserlings’ salon. Before Christian Hein-

rich Keyserlingk got married to Karolina amalia, a widow of gebhard Johann 

Keyserlingk, his paternal uncle, in 1763, he had already completed considerable 

service in European public service. among others, he was a Polish and Saxon 

chamberlain (Kammerjunker), justice counsel at the wettins court in dresden, 

and in 1762 he became an attaché in the Russian embassy in warsaw along with 

alieutenant general nomination. Interestingly, his father, Hermann Keyserlingk, 

was the ambassador at that time. In this way, the younger Keyserlingk was also 

at the center of Polish political and aristocratic life. No wonder then, that when 

in 1763 he beganservice for the Prussians and moved to Königsberg, the Poles 

began to visit him there. as Christian Krolmann, Königsberg historian writes, 

the Keyserlingks gladly hosted traveling foreigners. whereas the Poles, both from 

warsaw and Vilnius, often went to the town on the Pregolya.

In their considerations, the students also referred to Kant’s dissertation Re-

ligion within the Bounds of Bare Reason and strongly emphasized, that in the 

event of a conflict between an arbitrary human law and god’s law, god’s law 

should prevail. The partition of Poland should be treated as an „unlawful act” 

(einerechts- und gesetzwidrigeHandlung), although it may be beneficial for the 

powers that conduct it. Condemnation of the partitions of Poland stems from 

common sense, from a generally accepted moral maxim that one cannot take 

someone’s property against the law.

Portraits of Count Christian Heinrich 
Keyserlingk and his wife Karolina 
amalia (artist unknown)
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The students cited further arguments directed against the policy of Russia 

and Prussia. In their opinion, the partitions of Poland were a harmful pattern 

for the subjects living in the partitioning states. These inhabitants see that their 

rulers, who by nature should be the guardians of moral law, in practice not only 

do not respect it, but quite the opposite, value their immoral interests higher, 

and following their example, they will also act immorally. when the gods of this 

land adhere to unworthy principles and publicly sanction them, referring to 

false sophisms, they inflict unimaginable damage to their nation. Catherine II 

and frederick william II, who had proven to be guided solely by their shameful 

interests are examples of such behavior. what is more, they put their subjects 

lives at risk. The flatterers of the rulers’ close environment, of course, praise 

them but they also criticize their policies behind their backs. 

The possibility of disobedience to a king caused another gdańsk interlocu-

tor to object, to which students again responded strongly, declaring that „laws 

issued by the rulers should be obeyed only when they are in accordance with 

moral law” (die gesetze der Regentensindwirabernurdannzubefolgenverbun-

den, wennsie den Sittengesetzenichtwidersprechen). It was again a reference 

to Kant’s teachings. The students continued to explain that soldiers should not 

participate in unjust wars, even if they were to suffer severe penalties for this. 

Honest courts may acquit them of the charge of disobedience, and if this does 

not happen, it is their duty to submit to the higher moral orders and not to the 

king’s immoral ones. If both armies, Prussian and Russian, did not follow the 

orders of their rulers – here the students of the Königsberg philosopher went 

into a utopian dream – Poland would not be partitioned.

In conclusion, let us add a remark of a contemporary philosopher, 

władysławStróżewski (1995), that the peace treaty: 

remains in the shadow not only of the great Kant’s Critics, but also other writ-

ings which were published afterwards. Not much space is given to it by both the 

monographs of Kant and comprehensive textbooks of philosophy. and yet this 

work deserves an insightful attention, not just due to a jubilee.

after leaving gdańsk, the travelers went to west Pomerania by post, and 

then to Hamburg, to publish the abovementioned memories and considera-

tions in nearby alton the following year.

It seems that the above item deserves Polish translation as it is an important 

contribution to the reception of Kant’s thought*.

frederick william II, Prussian king, 
the successor of frederick the great, 
ruled between 1786–1797. Took part in 
Second and Third Partition of Poland

Catherine II, the Empress of Russia. 
Ruled between 1762–1796. Took part  
in three partitions of Poland

*    This is a slightly shortened text of article by Janusz Jasiński Uczniowie Kanta o nastrojach Gdańska 
w 1794 roku, (Kant’s students on the Gdańsk attitudes in 1794) in: Gdańsk – Polska – Europa (Gdańsk – 
Poland – Europe). Collective work edited by Z. Kropidłowski given to professor władysław Zajewski 
on his seventieth birthday. Pomeranian Philosophical and Theological Society. Expert Promotion 
and development foundation. „universitasgedanensis” Collection, t. 2, gdańsk 2001, p. 113–119
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C H a P T E R  I I I

THE POlES TOwaRdS KaNT 

The reception of Kant’s thought the Polish science community  

at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries

when wojciech Kętrzyński, a student of Rastembork gymnasium, declared 

to be a Pole in 1857, some of his german friends expressed surprise that he iden-

tified with a nation that had no culture and did not even have Kant’s translations. 

However, this was not true, that was just another argument sought to justify the 

partition of Poland and the germanization policy. let us therefore briefly dem-

onstrate the incorrectness of this plea.

first, the Polish remark about the “immortal philosopher of the North” comes 

from a warsaw doctor, august ferdynand wolff, who in 1790 wrote about him 

in his letter to king Stanisław august Poniatowski. during the Kościuszko upris-

ing, in 1794, the Supreme National Council issued an appeal to the inhabitants 

of East and west Prussia, calling them to free themselves from the yoke of the 

Prussian king. It referred to the principles advocated by Kant:

Everyone agrees that people must be given freedom, but the rulers maintain that 

they need to be prepared for it first. I am asking, s a y s d e e p K a n t [emph. By 

J.J], how to get prepared to this freedom, whether through captivity or through 

freedom? If by captivity, staying in it for so many centuries, people must be dis-

posed to freedom more than necessary. If through freedom, it shall be given right 

away (S. askenazy, w. dzwonkowski , 1918). 

In 1797 a warsaw pijarist, Szymon Bielski, the prefect of the monastic print-

ery, translated Kant’s book from french to Polish for the first time.I It was a trea-

tise on peace (Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch). It is significant that the 

above-mentioned first Polish translation referred seriously to current, and at the 

same time, painful Polish matters. a professor from Toruń, Mirosław Żelazny, 

dealing with Kant for years, solvedthe mystery of the places of the book publica-

tion, that is, Königsberg and warsaw, as well as the dates of its publication, 1796 

and 1797, on the title page in the following way: 

The meaning of double dating is quite obvious: it does not mean that the transla-

tion or the publishing process took place partly in warsaw and temporarily in 

Königsberg. The title page of the essay is simply a translation of the first page of 

the french translation, which the Polish translator used, and which actually ap-

peared in 1796 in Königsberg by Nicolovius publishing house. That is the mean-

ing of the date “Printed in Königsberg in 1796”. The second date “in warsaw 1797” 

relates directly to the Polish edition. 

In 1797, warsaw Piarist, Szymon 
Bielski translated Kant’s treatise on 
peace published two years earlier 
in Königsberg, from french. It is 
generally first Polish translation of 
Kant (Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical 
Sketch, scientific edition by  
J. garewicz, B. Markiewicz,  
warsaw 1995)
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during the philosopher’s life, Józef władysławBychowiec, a student of 

Königsberguniversity, matriculated in 1799, managed to translate another of 

Kant’s works in Polish in the same year, entitled Idea for a Universal History with 
a Cosmopolitan Purpose. almost half a century later the same Bychowiec trans-

lated a second work of Kant’s, entitled A philosophical dissertation on the power 
of the mind (1843). In 1995, Żelazny argued that Bychowiec did not translate 

the treatise on peace, which Tomasz Kuś does not quite agree with. In 1802, in 

the Cracow “Pocket Calendar” an anonymous article summarizing the philoso-

phy of „renowned Kant” was published. also in 1802, aprofessor atthe Jagiel-

lonian university, feliks Jaroński, wrote two articles about him and ten years 

later translated his work entitled Practical and metaphysical philosophy, that is 
morally pure.

at the end of Kant’s life and shortly after his death, many, mostly small 

publications, appeared in Königsberg. a recollection of him, entitled Kant’s 
Noteworthy Comments (Merkwürdige Äußerungen Kants), was published by his 

friend Johann gottfried Hasse (1755–1806), professor of theology and eastern 

languages, and a participant at the famous philosopher’s dinners. what is more, 

Hasse printed a list of subscribers, bearing the names of one hundred and forty 

people and twelve Polish nobles among them, such as doctor of theology n 

augustowski from Vilnius and n.Onacewicz. In addition, there are many Polish 

non-noble names in the list of subscribers.

Kant became so well known in Poland that, apart from the fascination with 

his ideas, a skeptical trend toward his philosophy also emerged. let us only 

name Stanisław Staszic, Hugo Kołłątaj (defended by Henryk Hinz, 1976), Józef 

Ignacy Żegota Onacewicz (1780 or 
1781–1845), studied at the university of 
Königsberg and remained under the spell 
of Kant, though could not be his student 
anymore. He became the lecturer of Polish 
and Russian, then worked in the Białystok 
gymnasium, finally becoming a lecturer at 
the university of Vilnius. He was a friend 
lelewel’s. He wrote about the Teutonic 
Order and Poland in the 16th century.

Subscription to the memoir publication 
of Professor J. g. Hasse of 1804.  
One can find many Polish surnames  
in it  (OBN library in Olsztyn)
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Hoene-wroński, and particularly Jan Śniadecki, of whom Karol libet wrote 

to be „the archpriest of Poland and lithuania.” understandably, these are just 

examples of names. The problem of acceptance and criticism of the Pregolyan 

philosopher’s views in the first half of the 19th century had already been studied 

enough, to the point that the claims of the germans about Polish ignorance in 

this respect can be safely rejected, considering them as a misguided argument 

in an attempt to justify the need for Poles to assimilate with german culture. 

However, scientific inquiries on this subject are still ongoing (T. Kupś, 2014).

let us also mention a scholar, a Masurian, Krzysztof CelestynMrongovius 

(1764–1855), who was not only a listener of Kant’s lectures, but like his father, 

Bartłomiej, also an admirer of his teachings. On the fiftieth anniversary of the 

master’s death (in 1854) he published his work Philosophical dissertation on re-

ligion and morality with his own money in the Szrot’s printery in gdańsk. In 

1933, władysław Pniewski mentioned it, and wiesław Bieńkowski described it 

slightly more precisely in a biography devoted to Mrongovius (Olsztyn 1983). 

This was supposed to be the only Polish edition of this work. Meanwhile, on 

the initiative of the professors, werner Stark (Marburg) and MirosławŻelazny 

(Toruń), a young Toruń scientist, Tomasz Kupś, dealt with the problem of 

Mrongovius’s publication of Kant’s work. Contrary to previous literature, he 

proved that Mrongovius’s publication had nothing to do with Kant’s disserta-

tion Untersuchungüber die Deutlichkeit der Grundsätze der natürlichen Theolo-

gie und der Moral of 1762. He presented the results of his research in 2006 to the 

Nicolaus Copernicus university publishing house. It turns out that in addition 

to the Polish edition of that year, Mrongovius also published the same work 

in german in gdańsk. He combined his notes from lectures entitled Moral 
Mrongovius in one volume, supplemented by colleagues’ notes along with the 

content of Kant’s lectures entitled Vorlesungen über philosophische Religions, 
published in 1817 after the philosopher’s death. Mrongovius did not mention 

Vorlesungen…, that is, Kant’s published lectures in the introduction, presum-

Königsberg prints from the beginning 
of the 19th century briefly describing 
Kant’s scientific achievements and his 
everyday life more broadly  
(OBN library in Olsztyn)

Krzysztof Celestyn Mrongovius, Polish 
– evangelical priest in gdańsk, Polish 
and german lexicographer, the author 
of a Polish grammar book, church postil, 
the publisher of cantional and many 
scientific prints. In public opinion he 
became famous primarily as the defender 
of the Polish language in Masuria and 
Kashubia, though it is less remembered 
that he was the translator and publisher 
of Kant’s lectures (1854). In 1852 he 
received an honorary medal from the 
Paris Historical Society together with 
congratulations signed by Mickiewicz.
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ably because they took up only twenty pages of print, while the whole work 

had two hundred and twenty-three pages. In the preface to the book, he writes 

about the use of notes:

His [Kant’s] lectures were written down by some of the listeners. from such manu-

scripts this work was created, which I now offer polonized to the respected audi-

ence as a  p r e c i o u s  t r e a s u r e [emph. by J.J.]. 

Mrongovius was glad that he could send four hundred copies of his work on 

warsaw’s order! I think that this was due to two reasons. first of all ,asI have 

already mentioned, it was the fiftieth anniversary of the philosopher’s death in 

1854. Secondly, the translator was widely known to Polish elites, especially af-

ter 1842, when he publicly protested against the germanization of Masuria and 

Kashubia. Mrongovius constantly remembered the Königsbergprofesor.He even 

referred to his works in his lexicons. He wrote for instance: “higher politics, hu-

man perfection, and eternal peace design often occupied Kant’s thoughts and 

pen” (1835). Remembering that the problem of Kant’s „eternal peace” was po-

litically incorrect in Prussia, its recollection by the Masurian scholar takes on 

additional emphasis.

Contemporary memory of Kant in Warmia and the Masuria region

after the war in Olsztyn ended in 1945, emphasis was placed on research-

ing leading warmian and Masurian figures nationally connected with Poland. 

One should also remember that the scientific center in Olsztyn was organized 

from scratch; scientists from Vilnius went to Toruń, and also to gdańsk. It 

does not mean that we only deal with the Poles, we remember a german phi-

losopher born in Morąg, Johann gottfried Herder, a Morąg poet Johann got-

tlieb willamov, a german Noble prize winner from near Iława, Emil Behring, 

a Jewish architect from Olsztyn Erich Mendelssohn, a lithuanian writer Kris-

tijonasdonelaitis and others. The Olsztyn quarterly journal “Masurian and 

warmian announcements” began to be published after Polish October (1957) 

and from the following year it regularly posted short references to Kant in 

reviews of german authors’ works. The first Olsztyn scientist who became 

interested in Kant was a historian of medicine, andrzej Skrobacki. In 1966, 

he wrote a thorough dissertation about the philosopher’s contacts with the 

medical world (archive of History of Medicine, v. 25). Kant’s biogram to the 

Encyclopedia od warmia and Masuria planned by the “Pojezierze” publishing 

house in the 80s. was prepared by the rector of the Higher Pedagogical School, 

the philosophy historian and docent Jan Sikora. unfortunately, with the col-

lapse of the publishing house, the issue of the Encyclopedia of Warmia and 
Masuria became obsolete.

The expression of the way in which 
Masurian scholar Krzysztof Celestyn 
Mrongovius worshipped Kant  
was the translation and publication  
of his lectures. Only warsaw ordered 
400 copies (OBN library in Olsztyn)

The Polish edition of Kant’s lectures 
translated by Mrongovius preceded 
the german one, although they were  
published in the same year (1854)
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In 1994, the 190th anniversary of the philosopher’s death occurred. Because, 

as I mentioned in the first chapter, Kant was a teacher in Jarnołtowo for sev-

eral years,the Olsztyn humanities community decided to commemorate him 

in that town. The management of the Olsztyn branch of the Polish Historical 

Society came out with aproject of laying an appropriate plaque on the building 

of the local primary school (unfortunately the palace was completely devastat-

ed after 1945). Several institutions and private individuals came with financial 

and substantive assistance. Bolesław wolski disinterestedly unselfishly made 

a commemorative plaque of Carrara white marble. The plaque was designed, 

also altruistically, by docent Bohdan Łukaszewicz. The unveiling of the plaque 

decorated with the national colors of Poland and germany was made by the 

deputy voivode of Olsztyn, Krzysztof fabiański, who was assisted by the Consul 

general of the federal Republic of germany in gdansk, dorothea Boden as 

the guest of honor. The ceremony was attended by an adviser to the Ministry of 

National Education, dr. Tomasz Polkowski, Olsztyn curator RyszardKrępuła, 

Senator Henryk Krupa, local parish priest franciszek lebida, representatives 

of the Olsztyn scientific and cultural institutions, representatives of german as-

sociations from Olsztyn and Morąg and of course the authorities and teachers 

from Jarnołtowo and the surrounding area. ZofiaBielinska conducted the host’s 

duties as the director of the school.

The unveiling of the plaque was followed by a popular conference organized 

by the Olsztyn branch of the Polish Historical Society, Thewojciech Kętrzyński 

Center for Scientific Research in Olsztyn and primary school in Jarnołtowo, 

during which the following presentations were delivered: Professor Janusz 

Jasiński (the president of the Olsztyn branch of Polish Historical Society), Im-

manuel Kant, his life and associations with Königsberg and Jarnołtowo,doctor 

The gothic church in which the tombstones 
of the diebes family have been preserved to 
this day, Remember the times of Kant’s pres-
ence in Jarnołtowo. Bernard friedrich von 
Hülsen took over the estate in Jarnołtowo 
from them – the same von Hülsen who 
hired Kant as his children’s teacher.

Jarnołtowo on a modern  
geographical map

Jarnołtowo 1994 – the unveiling 
ceremony of the plaque dedicated  
to the memory of Immanuel Kant
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Robert Traba (The wojciech Kętrzyński Center for Scientific Research) Kant’s 
most important philosophical assumptions; doctor antoni Sołoma (Olsztyn 

university of agriculture and Technology), Immanuel Kant, practitioner and 
theoretician of pedagogy; Zofia Bielińska (primary school in Jarnołtowo) From 
the history of Jarnołtowo. The State archives in Olsztyn gave the school copies of 

Kant’s manuscripts, and the german Community of the former Morąg district 

offered a beautiful painting of the king’s philosopher. 

Shortly afterwards, with the approval of the Zalewo municipal authorities, 

the aforementioned german Community of the former Morąg districtfound-

ed its own board with the text being the exact translation of the Polish board on 

the initiative of dr. Ernst Vogelsang, born in Morąg.

In 2013, a former inhabitant of Jarnołtowo carved a life-size depiction of the 

philosopher in atree. Jarnołtowo is proud that the world-famous professor lived 

in their town for several years.

Kant’s celebrations of 1994 were not only limited to Jarnołtowo. The same year 

was also the 450th anniversary of the founding of albertine. Therefore,the Olsztyn 

branch of the Polish Historical Society, Thewojciech Kętrzyński Center for Scien-

tific Research in Olsztyn and Higher Pedagogical School in Olsztyn organized a 

large, international conference during which twenty presentations were delivered, 

of which three concerned Kant to a greater or lesser extent: by Professor Steffen 

dietzsch (Hagen), the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Königsberg, doctor 

werner Euler (Marburg), Immanuel Kant in the senate of Albertina 1786–1801;Pro-

fessor gideon Stiening (Marburg) Immanuel Kant und die Geschichte der medizinis-
chenFakultät in Königsberg. The last presentation was reported in the proceedings, 

and the following year, along with the presentation of Professor dietzch, was pub-

lished in “Masurian and warmian announcements” (1995, No. 1).

wood carving made in 2013 by  
a former inhabitant of Jarnołtowo, 
Ryszard fereniec

Plaques (Polish and german) on the 
wall of the old school in Jarnołtowo.

Immanuel Kant
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philosopher from Königsberg
was a private
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in this town
around 1780
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On the initiative of the Olsztyn community, a Toruń professor, Jerzy Ser-

czyk, prepared a monograph entitled Albertina – the University in Königsberg 
(1544–1945), published in 1994 in Olsztyn, in which he dedicated a separate 

chapter to Kant. The author of this text honored the philosopher of albertina 

in a similar way devoting twelve pages of the book The History of Königsberg: 
Sketches from the 13th to 20th centuries (Olsztyn 1994, KsiążnicaPolska) with five 

illustrations, which, given the wide chronological and thematic scope of the 

entire publication, can be considered as due honor. let us also note that since 

1993, Olsztyn has had Kant Street in the Jaroty district. 

In 1996, Kant’s celebrations were also held in gołdap. The town found out 

about the philosopher’s associations with general lossow, and therefore with 

gołdap as well, from Professor Mirosław Żelazny from Toruń. It was then un-

dertaken to properly commemorate Kant’s stay in the former german-Polish-

lithuanian dwelling. In the spring of 1996, the Town Council decided to give 

the ceremony a large international significance. Cooperation with german 

compatriots, Kreisgemeinschaft goldap, was undertaken as part of the prepa-

rations to these celebrations. The design of a monument, consisting of three 

sandstone blocks, was developed by Zbigniew Pieruński, an artist and the di-

rector of the local cultural center. The ceremony, which took place on the 12th of 

OCtober 1996, was briefly described by Jarosław Słoma, a deputy mayor then: 

The monument is built of three blocks of sandstone arranged in the shape of  

a stylized stone entrance gate to the town. The monument-gate is located near the 

co-cathedral cultivating the traditions of the Sambian chapter in Königsberg, next 

to the crossway leading to the border crossing with the Kaliningrad Oblast and 

to the border with lithuania, and symbolizes the opening of the city to positive 

ideas and the visitors. a plaque commemorating the philosopher and his long-

est journey, right to gołdap, was placed on the northern pillar. The monument 

fragment of the Olsztyn town plan 
with Kant Street marked

Monument of Kant in gołdap and  
a commemorative plaque placed on one 
of its pillars. Zbigniew Pieruński is the 
creator of the project unveiled in 1996.

Immanuel Kant
*22.04.1724  + 12.02.1804

Professor and rector of the university of 
Königsberg “albertina”

Philosopher, logician, mathematician, 
physicist, geographer

The most outstanding philosopher  
of the 18th century.

One of the greatest philosophers in  
the history of the world.

Creator of criticism, the author of  
„Critique of Pure Reason”.

In the winter of 1765/1766 he was in 
gołdap for the first time at the invitation 

of the garrison commander
general daniel friedrich von lossow.

It was the longest journey of  
the Königsberg loner.
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is simple and raw in its form – this way it refers best to the person it commemo-

rates. The unveiling of the monument, shrouded in a blue flag with golden stars 

of a united Europe, took place on the 213th anniversary of general von lossow’s 

death on the 12th October 1996. The act of unveiling the statue was made by: 

Professor Mirosław Żelazny, a philosopher from Nicolaus Copernicus univer-

sity in Toruń, who confirmed the associations of Kant with gołdap in 1992, in 

the course of the archival search in germany; Professor leonard Kalinnikow, 

the curator of Kant’s museum in Kaliningrad, the president of the Russian Kant 

Society; waltraud Schmidt, the editor of „die Heimatbrücke”, vice-president of 

Kreisgemeinschaft goldap.

Similarly to Jarnołtowo, the ceremony was honored with a conference with 

the following presentations: Professor Karol Bal (wrocław), Kant in Poland; 

Professor Zbigniew Kuderowicz (Białystok), Kant’s idea od perpetual peace; 

professor MirosławŻelazny (Toruń), Kant and the Polish matter; waltraud 

Schmidt (the editor of „die Heimatbrücke”), Kant in Gołdap; professor leon-

ard Kilinnikow (Kaliningrad), Kant and the contemporary world. greetings and 

congratulations came from different parts of Poland and germany, including 

the Minister of National Education, Jerzy wiatr. a play about Kant was pre-

sented by the Polish Theatre from wrocław. In addition, a history club of the 

gołdap High School prepared a separate seminar on the philosopher. 

To honor its patron, the city of Mrągowo also organized a large scientific 

session on the 150th anniversary of his death (2005). dariusz Jarosiński and Er-

win Kruk talked about Mrongovius’s attitude towards the Königsberg philoso-

pher. whereas, doctor danuta Bogdan in her presentation The University of 
Königsberg in the times of Krzysztof Celestyn Mrongovius brought out a number 

of new archival contributions about Kant.

I assume that all these Jarnołtowo-Olsztyn-gołdap-Mrągowocelebrations 

and publications from recent years, disseminated by the media, included the 

Königsberg philosopher in the canon of the figures of our region, especially 

when one remembers how Krzysztof CelestynMrongovius worshipped him. 

Conference organized on the occasion 
of the unveiling ceremony of the Kant 
monument in gołdap and honorary 
participants of the session in front of 
the Kant monument

Bust of Mrongovius in front of the 
town hall in Mrągowo. after 1945, 
the memory of Mrongovius was 
commemorated by changing the name 
of the town (german Sensburg, Polish 
historically Ządzbork) to Mrągowo. 
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